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The Way of the Cross 


Once more to the spiritual discernment of Chris- 
tian believers the world over, appears the stony 
slope of the narrow street climbing toward Golgo- 
tha’s cruel hill, the Via Dolorosa, the way of sor- 
rows. 

Once more come the crowds, the powerful ones, 
Pharisee and priest, centurion and scoffer. Once 
more come the helpless friends, the scattered dis- 
ciples, the women and children who loved Him, 
seeing Him bear His cross, step by step, unable to 
ease the terrible weight. 


But the crowds along the street of sorrows have 
grown—and we find ourselves, not merely onlook- 
ers, safely removed a distance of 1900 years and 
more, but we are part of that tide of humanity that 
sweeps upward, muttering and crying, glimpsing 
now and then the thorn-crowned head, the purple 
robe, the face of infinite compassion, that aching 
body struggling forward, and falling under the 
hard weight of the Roman Cross. We hear the 
crack of the soldier’s lash, scourging Him on; but 
wait—it is our own hands which wield it. We 
keep trying to drive Him out of the world, who 
said, “Put up thy sword. All who take the sword 
will perish by the sword.” We hear the mockers 
hiss their scorn, but it is our own voices we hear: 
“So He’s the dreamer who believes in a Kingdom 
greater than our hard-headed, practical, realistic 
kingdoms of cash and class, of privilege and self- 
desire. Away with Him. Crucify Him!” 


You remember, Jesus said: “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.” Of course, our modern society 
calling itself Christian equates Christianity with 
conformity to easy going mores and with respecta- 
bility. But still the Master on His way up the dark 
street to Golgotha’s ‘“‘piteous height’’ cries to us: 
“If any man would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross, and follow me.” 
—W. W. 
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JOHN W. McKELVEY 


ENT is a religious season observed in 
gy the spring of the year. It may be that 
— its falling in spring is accidental, but 
is profoundly significant nonetheless. The 
inter is largely past when the Forty Days of 
rot begin. When spring comes, no one sits 
ith folded hands. It is a time of prepara- 
pn, a time of calculating resources, a time 
determining needs, a time of enlisting the 
inds of them that shall labor into the 
.tvest. If spring is all this and more to us 
creatures of earth, Lent means infinitely 
ore to us who are the children of heaven. 
‘There is no off-season in the perennial 
und of the Christian life, no time when we 
ther are able, or can afford, to fold the 
mds and acquiesce; and yet it is entirely 
ting that at this season so intimately associ- 
ed with the trials, the suffering, and the 
surrection of our Lord, we should espe- 
ally ponder our situation and our oppor- 
nity. 
This Lent finds the whole earth in flux and 
ange. None is so blind he does not see 
at the bitter winds of adversity and conflict 
ve not blasted upon us minus some clouds 
aught with blessing. In a strange and yet 
ophetic degree we now find ourselves look- 
g out upon our world and making the same 
utling discovery as Jesus, that ‘‘the fields 
e white already to harvest . . . but the lab- 
ers are few.” In view of this situation, 
ore tremendous at this particular time than 
sthaps since the discovery of the western 


otld, ours becomes the superlative task of 


king ourselves in hand, to count the cost, to 
termine the objectives, and to enlist the 
anpower necessary to achieve our goals. 

Jesus met the crisis of His first-century 
orld by walking among the rank and file 
id enlisting men, women, youth, and chil- 
en under the sign of the cross, giving them 
consequence, “power against unclean spirits, 
cast them out, and to heal all manner of 
“kness and all manner of disease.” And, 
st as Jesus faced and met the challenge of 
is generation, so we, in His name, must do 
e same today, only with redoubled urgency 
1d purpose. In doing so our motive is not 
erely to add numbers to the Church, al- 
ough that is important. It is not to compete 


MANPOWER 
AND ENLISTMENT 


with other forces and powers for the first 
loyalties of the unnumbered millions of the 
earth, although this is inevitable. Our motive 
is to proclaim Christ, the Son of God, as the 
true and living Way and to bring in His King- 
dom. 

For us to assert, boldly, the preeminence of 
Christ is not to become spiritually arrogant. 
Rather it is to confess, with faith and hu- 
mility, that in Christ and His Cross is the 
last hope of earth. The world has produced 
some twenty-one civilizations, and all but four 
are now dead. Of the four living civiliza- 
tions, three are now clearly decadent. One, 
the Western, free, Christian civilization may 
still have the vitality necessary for new life. 
“All these civilizations, dying and dead,” says 
Toynbee, “have perished, or are perishing, be- 
cause men have neglected their spiritual ideals. 
They have forsaken their aspirings and for 
this reason they have failed.”’ 

With all the validation which nineteen cen- 
turies can give it, I repeat the clarion call with 
which Christ, Himself, enlisted His first dis- 
ciple, the manpower necessary for the build- 
ing of His Kingdom: “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me.” 


The Service of the Cross 


When this word “enlistment” is spoken 
anywhere today, it is with the utmost serious- 
ness. Very few people discuss or treat it 
lightly. The prolonged discussion being given 
to the question of drafting 18-year-olds is 
evidence of the fact that ‘enlistment’ deals 
with the most serious of matters, namely life, 
itself. In association with Christ, this word 
carries even greater connotations. Nothing less 
than the commitment and enlistment of our 
“whole heart, mind, soul, and strength’ 1s 
involved. Half-loyalties, second-loyalties, or 
short-term enlistments are totally irrevelant 
matters. So imperative is Christ’s call that I 
goad myself on to higher reaches of enlist- 
ment by remembering the words of Nicholas 
Lenin. When he initiated his Bolshevik revo- 
lution, in the days of Czarist Russia, he fore- 
warned his comrades that they “who would 
initiate and carry through a revolution must 
devote more than their spare evenings to it.” 

It must be apparent to all of us that ‘‘en- 
listment’”’ in any important task involves diffi- 
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cult and hazardous undertakings, and when 
that enlistment is related to ‘‘a cross,’ then, 
indeed, it carries us to imperishable values 
and ultimate considerations. Two implications 
inhere in our enlistment when we take up the 
cross. 

There is the idea that for the Christian be- 
liever, life is a battle and a pilgrimage. The 
very thought of “taking up your cross’ im- 
plies that you are going somewhere, that on 
all sides there are taunting throngs and evil 
forces hounding you with vindictive malice, 
' and that, in spite of all, you are not deterred 
to the right hand nor the left. 

“In every age,” declares Ernest H. Jeffs, 
“whenever a man has become a real Chris- 
tian he has found himself surrounded by the 
enemies of Good, and forced to sign on for a 
lifelong war against them.” This is part of 
what Jesus had in mind when He issued His 
call to enlistment. This is surely what the 
Apostle Paul was thinking when he addressed 
his fellow Christians at Ephesus, saying 
“Wherefore take unto you the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” 


Enlistment in the service of the cross does 
not end in the grave; it ends in life: “Be thou 
faithful unto death,’ reads the Scriptures, 
“and I will give thee a crown of life.” What 
this means is hinted at by what happened 
some days ago when a 69-year old Latvian, 
who dreamed all his life of reaching America, 
died on the Navy transport bringing him here 
A hundred miles off the North Carolina coast 
he suffered a heart attack. Even so, though 
never having attained the promise, his body 
was wrapped in an American flag before it 
was consigned to the sea, and thus was he 
claimed forever by his new homeland. In 
similar fashion, though in infinitely greater de- 
gree, Christ defends and redeems us in our 
pilgrim journey, so that “we know we at the 
end Shall life Inhert.” 

Our enlistment in the service of the cross 
delivers into our hands unprecedented power. 
A soldier is wont to think in terms of power, 
the power of the sword, fire-power, air-power, 
and so on. The Christian, bearing his cross, 
is recipient of a different kind of power, a 
power like unto which no earthly power can 
be compared, the power of God. It is an 
amazing and invincible power. It is the kind 
of power which enables us to say in the after- 
math of conflict: “If it had not been the Lord 
who was on our side, when men rose up 
against us, then they had swallowed us u 
quick, when their wrath was kindled against 
us. 


It is the kind of power which Linco 
epitomized when he besought his countrym 
to ‘do the right as God gives us to see tl 
right.” That is what any man can do with tl 
power of God engendered within his soul | 
denying himself and taking up his cross. 

The King of Kings 

We have not been called to deny ourselv 
and take up our crosses, merely. These a 
preparatory marks of our enlistment. These a 
are the continuing signs of our loyalty | 
service. But the point of all these things 
to serve Christ. We are enlisted, then, | 
serve not another Teacher, not anoth 
Prophet, not another upstart, or usurper, | 
temporal sovereign, but the Christ of God, th 
King of kings and the Lord of lords. 


It scarcely seems possible that anybody cz 
be misled in this modern age, and yet, knov 
ing how easily duped many people are ar 
how many false dogmas and prophets aboun 
I must alert you: “If any man shall say un 
you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe 
not. For there shall arise false Christs, ar 
false prophets, and shall shew great signs ar 
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possibl 
they shall deceive the very elect.” 

How then shall we know Christ, whom 1 
follow is life and peace? We shall know Ht 
in somewhat the same way men knew f 
cently they were in the shadow of the greate 
mountain in the world. An expedition « 
mountain climbers tried to find an approac 
to Mt. Everest. They climbed the south slot 
to about 19,000 feet to study the south fa 
of this earthly Colossus. The south fac 
however, presented much greater difficulti 
than the north side. There was no snow ¢ 
its precipitous sides except in crevices, a fa 
that halted puny man in his dreams of t1 
umph, but as they looked upward far abo 
their heads they beheld a vast plume of sno 
whipped off the icy summit, blowing o 
miles, downwind, like a gigantic pennar 
When we come into the presence of Chri 
whom to know aright is life eternal, we shz 
discover in truth that His “is the greatnes 
and the power, and the glory, and the victor 
and the majesty . . . that all that is in tl 
heaven and in the earth is His; His the Kin 
oon and He the one who is exalted abo 
Alle : 

But what difference does it make? WI 


~should men expend vast sums of money, ev 


life itself, to climb towering Mt. Evere: 


wt 


When someone asked the late English cli 
Sir George L. Mallory, he said, “Because i 


(See Page 8 


The Editors Columns 
a 


Vkat Makes the Church Go? 
| CONGREGATION in a rural frontier 
town has just begun the erection of a 
new $90,000 edifice. Which recalls to 
re writer his attendance at a denominational 
onference there some years ago. Appearances 
vere far from propitious: Two Protestant 
hurches had gone out of business and their 
wormer buildings were being used for a laun- 
‘ty and a garage respectively. The survivor 
aced a precarious future. So much so that 
ne presiding bishop felt moved to preach 
is sermon on “The Church—the Gates of 
Tel] Shall Not Prevail Against It.’’ Now after 
dany vicissitudes a notable victory has been 
chieved. 

A large city church lost its building through 
‘mancial difficulties over fifteen years ago. 
ince then it has been wandering in the wil- 
‘erness and meeting with repeated failure to 
ctualize alluring possibilities. A large num- 
er of members fell away. But those who 
tayed by the stuff have been rewarded by the 
ecent dedication of a new plant in a growing 
\eighborhood at a cost of $190,000. The fu- 
ure looks bright. 

Only two years ago one of the smaller de- 
.ominations started a church in a residential 
ommunity populated by folks not traditionally 
elated to it. Soon its ability to serve them 
yecame evident and it now has a membership 
f five hundred and a Sunday School of three 
undred; also a five-acre plot of ground, a 
nulti-purpose building costing $50,000 and 
he prospect of a sanctuary in the near future. 

In still another city a new $225,000 church 
lant is proving inadequate in spite of dupli- 
ate worship services, partially double sessions 
f Sunday School and a parking lot of gener- 
us proportions. Organized in 1873 this 
hurch ran down for forty years to a minimum 
nembership of seven. Ecclesiastical superiors 
tied to close it, sell the property and put the 
roceeds into a more promising location. But 
wo of the seven members protested so vigor- 
usly that the idea was dropped. Paddling its 
wn canoe, the church attained the unimpres- 


ive total of seventy-five members during the. 


ext twenty-five years. Then the new day 


lawned and the membership grew to eight 
undred with a Sunday School of one thou- 


What factors account for these strange but 
true stories ? 


In the first place, religious education may 
be somewhat sketchy but it does give those 
who come under its influence the idea that 
religion is a good thing and that the church 
is the place to become acquainted with it. 
Thus when they grow up and have families 
of their own, they turn to it for the assistance 
needed in childhood character building. They 
possess a spiritual concern to which appeal 
may be made. 

Then there is the tenth legion in every com- 
munity, a small but select group of persons 
who are fully committed to gosepel ideas and 
ideals. They spark all religious progress. Oc- 
casionally their devotion is misdirected as 
when it leads to overchurching a community. 
But such mistakes do not nullify the under- 
lying loyalty of these believers. Blame for the 
unfortunate consequences must be divided 
between local laymen who seek to conserve 
vested sentimental interests and ecclesiastical 
executives who are unduly sensitive to minus 
signs in statistical columns. 

Various trends in modern society have 
shifted to other agencies the social and intel- 
Tectual leadership which formerly rested with 
the church. 

So in the last analysis and to a greater de- 
gree than ever before, the survival value of 
the church stems directly from its faith in a 
redemptive Christ and in a timeless life. This 
enables it to accept—or at least to aim at— 
New Testament standards of conduct. These 
qualities differentiate it from secular organiza- 
tions and guarantee it an immortality which 
they cannot share. The Apostle Paul had a 
word for it—‘‘the body of Christ,” the instru- 
ment through which He works His will. These 
facts are proclaimed to the world by pro-. 
fessed believers and quietly recognized by 
many non-churchmen. That common apprecia- 
tion is what makes the church go.—Edward 
Laird Mills. 


Sense of Sin is Declining 
y | YHE Oxford City Council adopted with 


out comment the report of its public 


health committee, which has been in- 
quiting into Oxford’s illegitimate birthrate. 
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It had been reported that in 1951 there were 
7.45 in every 100, compared with the national 
average of 4.9 per 100. 

The committee’s report deplored the figures 
and made this significant comment: “The 
whole question is bound up with the moral 
standards of the present age and the decline 
in a sense of sin or even of responsibility.” 

The fact of sin is the greatest challenge to 
the security and survival of the modern world. 
Sin is an ugly word, but it stands for an ugly 
thing which we cannot suppress by refusing to 
name it. If we do not like to talk about sin, 
then let us find some other worse word, but 
do not let us shrink from the grim fact of 
human depravity. 

With all our expanding knowledge and 
skill we are morally bankrupt and we are being 
made aware of it. Call it with Bernard Shaw 
“that rotten feel,” or a plague, it is a disease 
which spreads and produces a sick world. Sin 
is a fatal disease and to treat it lightly is as 
foolish as trying to cure cancer with soft 
music. We are all part of the world’s disease 
or its healing. Think that through. 

It was Professor Einstein, with all his scien- 
tific insight and human understanding who 
donned the prophet’s mantle to tell the world: 

“The real problem is in the hearts and 
minds of men. It is not a problem of physics, 
but of ethics. 

“Tt is easier to denature plutonium (another 
fission agent discovered since uranium) than 
denature the evil spirit of man. What frightens 
us is not the explosive bomb, but the equally 
explosive power of human personalities. 

“Man’s skills have outstripped his morals. 
His engineering has leaped ahead of his wis- 
dom. We cannot cancel or call back his scien- 
tific advance, but we can and must, if the 
world is to survive, help man to catch up. 

“In God's name, if you still believe in God, 
take Him seriously, and somehow get control 
of what science has given to the world, or else 
—or else we shall all likewise perish.” 

There is only one way in which this world 
will work and that is God’s-way. Jesus called 
it the Reign of God—life guided, inspired, 
controlled by the God who made it. We are 
made for co-operation with God and Jesus 
sought to make us daily conscious of it as we 
— pray “Thy will be done.” 

Sin is not a theological fiction, but a de- 
structive friction, discovered by religion and 
psychology alike as being disruptive and dis- 
integrating. Sin is setting ourselves against 
the nature of things and the purpose of life. 
_ Sin is destroying ourselves: in impossible ways 
of living. 
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Sin looks harmless, interesting, even friend 
ly, but it always, inevitably, inescapably kill 
in the end. George Eliot said that there 1 
nothing in the world worth sinning for—anc 
she knew. 

Every renewal of religion has sprung fron 
a fresh experience of release from the powe 
of sin. Every new rising tide of spirit creatin, 
hope and singing confidence in a weary work 
has been let loose by the deliverance of lift 
from the cancer of sin.—C, Irving Benson. 


Life and Immortality 


LL of the gospels tell the glorious stor 

of the resurrection of Christ. The rec 

ords are stirring in regard to that mar 
velous reality. There was an earthquake. Ther 
was a clear voice. At the very center of al 
was this exclamation: “He is not here: for h 
is risen, as he said.” The Scriptural record. 
need to be reread and retold that we migh 
have the continued assurance of the affirma 
tion of life and life eternal. 

Easter is a great affirmation about life. I 
is well in this day to focus our thinking of 
this fact. Easter is not merely the celebratior 
of a future hope, it includes the challengins 
idea of what life here-and now can mean 
Over against the futility of our day, thi 
thought needs to be lifted. 

Our faith must be the faith of Paul: ~ 
never lose heart because I keep my eyes no 
on what is seen but what is unseen.” He kep 
his eyes on something above the tribulation 
of this world and thus he was enabled to liv 
the magnificant life that he did live. Easte 
proclaims something abiding. Therefore, we 
too, may say, “I never lose heart.” Easter say. 
that character is supreme and that life is worth 
living. Our lives are so to be lived here anc 
now that they should be lived eternally. 

Easter is a great affirmation about eterna 
life. It says to each one of us that death i 
not the end. In a world shadowed by tribula 
tion we may still say, “I never lose heart,’ 
because we believe and affirm a world to come 
The eternal is needed now as never before 
In our desperate situation we cry out, “Wil 
we meet again?” = 

Long ago Job cried out, “If a man die 
shall he live again?” For us of the Christiar 
Way and Faith the answer is in the affirma 
tive. Paul was compelled to say, “If in thi 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are o 
all men most miserable.” All of the worth 
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. Chapel in Every Home 


School, Buffalo. Here are some of their sug- 
. . . . - o 
Where is there any visible evidence of a 


gestions: 


od in the average home that you have visi- 1. The teen-ager needs privacy; parents 

‘d? What is there in many homes to sug- shouldn't worry when he “goes off 
- . - : o 

est to the child that its parents daily rever- alone and shuts the door.” He is not 


ace and worship their Creator? Our Heaven- 
' Father is an institution they go to visit at 
unday School or church once a week. Chil- 


shutting the door against love, but 
against emotional stresses of growing 
up. 


ren expect nothing from religion, feel noth- 2. Generally, parents aren't prying when 
ig, receive nothing, other than instruction. they ask where youngsters have been and 
he Divine spark is missing, the spiritual what they were doing merely showise 
iccession which should — ea shes interest; but, parents a warned eae 
arent to child. There is no foundation in their “ d ae 
ttle hearts. We are content to try to put tei MiG un ea 
ligion into wa! cna Be pe tae oe gradually untying the apron ee in 
etic, Or any Other secular study, but muc growing-up process. 

Bete nly, one day eee ek only, anid 3. Children should take part in family-fi- 
1en but for a brief period. Where is God Aires I y 
ee week? nance discussions, so long as these are not 
When the hot blood of anger surges Ee ene y 74 quarrelsome talks. Know- 
rough the veins and the words which cut lepers a cae ee es i 
ke a knife accompany the cruel blow; when eae ‘3 eat wae Ob 4 Sane 
usband and wife forget their vows made at the m = pe eee 
tar, and in the presence of their little ones 4. Racial, religious and national prejudices 
im on each other like wild beasts, would aren't born in us” but are built up in 
ot family devotion have its restraining influ- the home through careless use of words, 
ace in those moments of agony and human quarrels, Of we need for scapegoats. 
eakness and become the place of reconcilta- 5. Dating shouldn’t be frowned on for “‘it 
on and new resolutions ? is a natural and gradual move toward 
Public worship in the church, important emotional independence. lt prepares a 
1ough it may be, can never take the place of boy or girl in knowing what to look 
orship in the home. A hallowed household for in proper companionship.” How- 
ould bind husband and wife closer together, ever, “going steady’ at a tender age 
tablish a holier bond between parent and may have harmful consequences, and is 
uild, and more charitable and friendly rela- unwise. 

ons with our neighbor. A hallowed home 6. Children should be encouraged to take 


ould make life worth living, and death 
orth dying.—Joseph R. Wilson (Redeemer 
ecord, St. Paul) ; 


een-Agers Advise Parents 

n Handling Family Problems 

Six Teen-Age Senior High School Students 
scuss ““Growing-Up” problems before Pa- 
nt-Teacher audience at South Park High 


inch, 1954 


jobs, even if parents can afford to give 
them all they need. A job helps “one to 
gain confidence in his own ability, in 
addition to learning the use of money 
at first hand.’ Parents should advise 
children about spending money, even 
money “earned himself,’ because guid- 
ance in handling money wisely is a basic 
need in every life. Guidance in setting 
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standards does not mean “‘autocratic 
commands,” it means pointing out the 
way found helpful through experience. 


Handcrafts Profitable 
As Well As Satisfying 

The Department of Trade and Industry of 
Nova Scotia estimated recently that hundreds 
of families in the province receive as much 
as $200.00 a year from such part-time enter- 
prises as pottery making, rug hooking, silver 
jewelry making and weaving, in addition to 
the satisfaction derived from the hobbies. 

According to this report, there are from 
500 to 600 looms in the province, many of 
them purchased through government loans 
available for this purpose. The provincial 
handcrafts division sends a skilled staff of 
ten instructors to centers in the province where 
groups of six or more have expressed desire 
to receive instruction. American tourists top 
the list of buyers of the handcraft articles. 

If it works in Nova Scotia, it will work in 
any community of the U. S. A., if there is 
desire for such undertaking. 7 


Four Fundamental Questions 

What am I—as a worshipper? 

What is my chosen service—because I wor- 
ship ? 

What amount of money do I invest for God 
—in obedience to His revelation ? 

What do I mean to others—on account of 
basking in the atmosphere of the Church?— 
William Porkess. 


The Cornerstone: Jesus Christ 

Our Cornerstone is sure: What of Our 
Building ? 

A Meditation for group or individual use— 

1, Who are the persons who have affiliated 
with our membership in the past year, seeking 
fellowship, a spiritual atmosphere, help in 
growing nearer to God? What have I done 
to extend a helping hand to-one of them? To 
all of them? 


Let us now give thanks for them, and resolve 
to give them cause to feel thankful to Him for 
guiding them into this fellowship; further, that 
we shall individually and together spare no effort 
to show our gratitude to those who seek fellow- 
_ ship within our church, and to Him under Whose 
guidance they come. (Silent prayer for courage) 
2. Are we wiser in our effort to make Him 
known to others than we were at the begin- 
ning of Lent a year ago? Or, are we merely 
marking time Sunday after Sunday, week after 
week, well-dressed, as the manikins in a store 

window; well nourished physically, because we 
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spiritual adulthood. Shall we seek His help in 


are blest with plenty of this world’s good: 
but—what have we gained in our knowledg 
of Him, His love for each one of us, His lif 
and teachings while walking among men 0 
this earth? Have we learned to hear Hi 
knocking at the door of our hearts? Hav 
we learned to feel His nearness in times 0 
need, grief, or gladness? Have we learne 
the source of our blessings? 

Let us bow our heads and seek His grace i 
our resolve to become more tolerant of othe! 
about us; more compassionate in our purpose ani 
contact with others. Help us to realize that H 
created all men, and each one has the claim o 
a brother and companion upon us. Help us, dea 
Lord, toward an understanding of the meanin, 
of Christian fellowship, brotherhood, and _toles 
ance, (Silent prayer for grace of understanding 
3. Have we understanding and sympath 

with the young people in our fellowship, ou 
homes, our neighborhood? If not, what is th 
basis for lack of a sense of responsibility it 
this most important and urgent area of ou 
lives? How many young people do we know 
actually? What sense of pride or responsibilit 
do we feel, personally, in their welfare? Thei 
achievements? Their weaknesses? Their temp 
tations? Their needs—physical, spiritual, anc 
financial? What effort have we made to lift < 
voice in prayer or counsel toward the gaining 
of a goal for any one of the young peopl 
among us? 3 

Let us, dear Lord, resolve here as individual: 
and as groups to seek His guidance in our re 
sponsibility to the young people in our homes 
our churches, our schools and community, not ir 
providing money, or things that money can buy 
but in prayer, love, understanding, pride ir 
wholesome living and achievement. Help us tc 
focus our love and attention on the spirit dwel 
ling within these youthful bodies, and help ther 
in their search for the real purpose in life fos 
each and all of them, so Thy will may be done 
in their lives, regardless of the sphere of service 
to which Thou dost assign them. (Silent prayer 
for courage and understanding) 

4. How have we discharged our stewardship 
during the last year? Have we achieved a real 
sense of stewardship of time, health, posses- 
sions, gifts of leadership or special talent? 
All the things we have and use are our: 
through the grace of God, and unless we learn 
to accept this reality of this fact, we shall not 
leave the kindergarten in this phase of our 
lives. “God gives, and He taketh away,” is 
still one of the cardinal facts of life, and 
those of us who miss that fact never attain 


the realization of our obligations in the matter 
of stewardship in life? ae _ 


Father Almighty, show us the meaning of re 
stewardship in the acceptance and use of t 
manifold blessings Thou hast given us, as indi 
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onroe 1954 Catalog 

The Monroe Company, long known to Ex- 
»sitor readers, has recently started the mail- 
g of their colorful, new 32-page 1954 cata- 
g to churches, schools, clubs, societies, lodges 
id other institutions. ; 


Beauty-Bonded FORMICA on most folding 
banquet tables. Each of these special tops is 
illustrated in natural color in the new catalog. 

The complete line of Monroe folding ban- 
quet tables designed for institutional use, fold- 
ing chairs and Monroe Trucks for folding 


Atl TABLES SHOWN HEREIN 


Lisigard and Tikaajactercd 


The new catalog features the Monroe De- 
ixe Folding Pedestal Banguet Tables and 
votes several pages to full color photos of 
ese tables equipped with special tops. In 
dition to masonite, The Monroe Company 
yw offers special tops of durable ORNACEL 
four attractive color finishes as well as 


vig 
Coredeesivodyy bug 


The Monroe Company 


Monroe Deluxe Folding 
Pedestal Banquet Tables 
for Churches, Fellowship 
Halls, Institutions. 


tables and chairs are illustrated and described. 
With this new catolog, The Monroe Company 
also introduces a new series of short radius, 
all-steel Transport-Storage Trucks. 

A copy of this new Monroe catalog may be 
procured by writing The Monroe Company, 
70 Church Street, Colfax, Iowa. 


viduals, as groups and as a nation; give us wis- 
dom and grace of understanding in the accept- 
ance and use of Thy gifts; help us to. multiply 
them through Thy help, toward the pupose Thou 
dost desire. Help us, dear Lord, to enumerate 
our many talents, and use them according to Thy 
Will. (Silent prayer for dedication in honest 
stewardship) 


hurch Ushering 

The booklet on Church Ushering, edited 
-E. M. Hosman, Dean, College of Adult 
lucation, University of Omaha, and used in 
3-day school on the subject, conducted by 
e Extension Dept. of the University of 
ichita, and the Council of Churches, Wich- 
, has now been printed by the National 
muncil of Churches, and may be ordered at 
¢ a copy from their address— 

National Council of Churches 


297 Fourth Avenue 
New York 


Mr. Hosman has attempted to form an 
Jsher’s Association,’ There are many areas 
which this work and organization could be 
Iped through the use of the small text book, 


arch, 1954 


and then go beyond the text book into areas 
needed in local situations. 


Character 

“Character” by Samuel Smiles, containing 
the following chapters: Influence of Character, 
Home Power, Companionship and Example, 
Work, Courage, Self-Control, Duty-Truthful- 
ness, Temper, Manner-Art; Companionship of 
Books, Companionship in Marriage, Discipline 
of Experience, was printed by E. A. Weeks & 
Co., Chicago, as one of ‘The Melbourne 
Series,’ August, 1885. The subscriber seeking 
this volume, 384 pages, may find it in used 
books sales room. 


“Religion Gaining; 
Morality Losing” 

“Religion is gaining ground,” said Dr. 
Henry P. Van Dusen, President of Union 
Theological Seminary, ‘‘Morality is losing 
ground,” at the close of a series of lectures by 
four leading theologians and philosophers at 
the interdenominational seminary on “Relig- 
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ion and the Great Issues of the Day.”’ 

The series, as reported, made these remark- 
able points: 

1. That true, sound religion welcomes the ques- 

tioning of intellectual critics, knowing that 

religion which cannot stand questions becomes 
superstition. 

2. That the church has neglected “its healing 
function” for the body, in addition to the 
soul, as emphasized by Christ’s work 
3. That religion, at first deeply hostile to scien- 

tific findings as in psychoanalysis, is discover- 
ing it can be “‘actually enriched’ by such 
knowledge. 

4. That religion is gaining more awareness of 
its timeless, symbolic character, and overcom- 
ing an old tendency to clash with science on 
a material or literal plane. 

Dr, Van Dusen sketched the odd phenome- 
non of expanding religion and shrinking 
morals. Ever since before World War II, he 
said, religion has become ‘‘progressively 
stronger,’ while morals have become “in- 
creasingly weaker.” To back his case he 
pointed to this array of evidence. 


Church membership, in proportion to total 
population, is the highest in our history. 
Since 1926 it has grown twice as fast as the 
population. Attendance also is at an all-time 
high. Foreign visitors, here after an absence, 
are struck by the greater church vitality. 

Religious books, and reading, exceeds anything 
in the past. Youth is vastly more interested in 
religion, as shown by growth of college religious 


courses, new campus-worship activities and increased 
seminary enrollments. 


On the other hand, these signs indicate lowering 
morals—alcoholism has increased enormously; di- 
vorce has shot up, (from one out of six marriages 
in 1940 to one out of four now). Juvenile delin- 
quency has multiplied, (275,000 children called 
into court each year.) Drug addiction has increased. 
Traditional standards of behaviour have lapsed 
“both in conviction and practice’ through a wide- 
spread deadening of “ethical conviction as to what 
is right and what is wrong — words that have 
almost disappeared from the vocabulary of youth. 

Result: Either there will be a moral renewal 
to match the religious awakening, or the latter 
will fritter out into futility.’ “If the moral 
renewal (awakening) comes, it may take an 
unexpected—and, at first thought, unwelcome 
form—something akin to Puritanism.” 

“At present,” said Dr. Van Dusen, “‘a sort 
of radical individualism of personal behavior 
prevails, which stems from a false ‘romanticist 
illusion’ that each life will naturally and auto- 
matically develop as it should. This ignores 
the true nature of man as a creature of free 
choice. Jesus’ method of teaching consistently 
recognized that men and women inherently 
‘know what is right,’ but must invoke self- 
discipline to do right.” 
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Crosses in Everyday Life 

Fathers and mothers who accept their ob! 
gations as parents should, and believe then 
selves to blame for shortcomings of childre 
placed in their trust. 

The friend who truly loves another ar 
takes upon himself another's sorrow af 
shame, and helps the offender to stand tu 
under the weight of punishment. 

The pastor who loves his people, yet fea 
not to set forth the implications of spiritu 
democracy. 

The successful man in business who woul 
identify himself with the welfare of the pe 
ple; who would set righteousness and goo 
will above gain; and be himself a brother | 
his fellowman. 

The labor:union man who would teach h 
followers to think of more than class interes 
who would serve the public welfare and adoj 
as his own motto “‘an honest day’s work for a 
honest day’s pay!” 

The physician who would heal the sick r 
gardless of ability to pay; hour of day or nig 
calls; and temper his demands for reward a 
cording to the service rendered and the abili 
of the patient to meet them. 


The Cross 
I Cor, 1-18-25. 
1. An exhibit of human sin. 
could make it a reality. 
2. An exhibit of Divine love. God alors 
could accomplish this as a reality. 
3. An exhibit of Divine and human reco: 
cilliation. Jesus is God-man. 
An exhibit of human endurance und 
Divine power. Man’s capacity shown - 
Christ Jesus. 


Sin alors 


oy 


Life’s Sunrise and Sunset 

With the thought of personal telationsh 
between the Risen Christ and those of us pre 
ent here, and thought of all those sacred ar 
wonderful memories which must  clust 
around Easter Day, let us turn to Luke’s inv 
tation (24:29): “Stay with us for it is towai 
evening and the day is nearly over. And F 
went in and stayed with them, and their ey 
were opened, and they got a fresh vision | 
Him; and then He became visible to them 

The story of Easter is largely the story of 
sunrise and a sunset; the dawn came on th 
first day of the week, and with that dawnit 


~ there came ALL THE DAWNS of all the sox 


in all the world. There never was any chan 
again of a day going down in darkness -aft 
Easter Day had come, if only men wou 
come into touch with the Risen Master. TI 


The Rxposth 


unrise of the Easter morning is glorious, and 
ae Easter evening sunset has a haunting 
eauty of its own. : 


Just as the glory of the sunset is said to be 
ependent upon particles of dust in the air, 
9 the glory of the Easter Sunrise is made 
10re glorious through the human touch,—the 
veaning of Easter to the human heart who 
‘ills to accept it, understand its meaning and 
astness, and shine forth his understanding 
nd gratitude to all others who may be made 
‘hole through Easter radiance. 

The beautifully radiant dawn of promise is 
ot always followed by great fulfillment in the 
uman sphere. Dante Gabriel Rossetti, a man 
f advanced years, received a visitor, bringing 
<etches,—some finished, some unfinished,— 
sking the great master to look at them and 
ass judgment as to their meaning and quality. 
ossetti looked at the sketches and said: 
These are full of promise and power; the 
1an who did them can go far.” The visitor 
»0ked at Rossetti and said: ‘Sir, I was the 
oy who drew them, but my life has not ful- 
lled the promise of those early days.” Here 
a sketch of what many of us see, as we 
um and look back to the DAWNING of an 
arlier day, and behind the promise it held, 
nly to learn that our lives have not lived up 
) the great promise. 

Christ’s promise to each of us is the same 
day as it was on the first dawning; he 
ys: “Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
re end of time.”’ We need not return to the 
urly dawning; He is HERE, and our privilege 
to fall into step with Him, and let Him 
oint the way from this hour forward, and 
1€ promise shown in the early dawning will 
ome to pass. Let us resolve mow to accept 
lis companionship and His leading, and we 
valli know peace as we have not known it 
eretofore; we shall welcome each dawn with 
idiant hope and expectation, knowing His 
ading will be toward the Father, and each 
inset will find us at peace, able to rest in 
reparation for another day of achievement 
‘cording to His will. 

Waiting for the dawn of life eternal, 
rough Christ Jesus, is the fulfillment of 
lis leading and His promise. Some call it 
eath, others call it “passing to another life.” 
is the promise of Christ Jesus, “Lo, I am 
ith you always...” that permits those of 
s who accept, believe, and cherish this truth, 
) approach the last sunset here with the same 

that earlier sunsets have brought us, 
wing that we shall be with Him at the 
wning of a new life. 


Age, a State of Mind 

“Age is a state of mind!’ So says Corinne 
Grimsley, family _ relations Specialist, North 
Carolina State College, Raleigh, N. C., accord- 
ing to a February 10, 1954, news release. The 
report continues: “Just because you're 51 or 
52 years old, does not necessarily mean that 
you are getting old. As a matter of fact, your 
age really isn’t a question of the number of 
birthdays you've had, but rather something 
determined by your state of mind.” 

Just what does o/d mean? 

“When being old is defined as being tired, 
drab, futile,” says specialist Grimsley, “none 
of us wants to grow old. These traits do not 
belong exclusively to old age. How many 
young people have you seen — people who are 
still in their 20’s who are completely bored 
with themselves and life in general?” 


Seasonal Books Received for 
Review in Coming Issues 

‘Two Seasons: Advent and Lent,” Cully, 
159 pp. $1.75, Bobbs-Merill Co. 

“Lenten Sermon Outlines,’ Golladay (Re- 
print), 510 pp. $4.75, Augustana. 

“A Journey Into Faith,” (40 Meditations) 
Thos. S. Kepler, $2.50, Abingdon. 

“Little Prayers,’’ for Personal Poise, Helen 
L. Toner, 64 pp. $1.25, Bethany. 

“The Elder At the Lord’s Table,’ Thos. W. 
Toler, 96 pp. $1—paper, Bethany. 

“Which Way Is Progress?” G, Curtis Jones, 
160 pp. $2.50, Bethany. 

“I. Have Called You Friends,” 
O’Neall, 160 pp. $2.50, Bethany. 


Kelly 


“Wesleys At Oxford,’ Douglass, 107 pp. 


$2.00, Bryn Mawr Press. 

“The Funeral and the Mourners,’ Irion, 
186 pp. $2.75, Abingdon. 

“Fire In Thy Mouth,’ (Redemption) Mil- 
ler, 160 pp. $2.50, Abingdon. > 

“Preaching Angles,” (30 tested ways to 
get and hold attention) Caldwell, 126 pp. 
$2, Abingdon. 

“Church Women In the Scheme of Things,’’ 
Wyker, 117 pp. $2, Bethany. 

“Upp 
Walker, 191 pp. $2.50, Harper. 


“The Price and the Prize,’ (Gospel for 


Youth) Rutenber, 109 pp. Judson. 
“Rhapsody in Black,” (Life Story of John 
Jasper) Day, 149 pp. $2.50, Judson. 
“Dictionary of The Bible,” John D. Davis 
(4th Ed.) 840 pp. $5.95, Baker. 
“Historical Approach to poh as: Wor- 
ship,” I. T. Jones, 319 pp. $4.50, Abingdon. 
“Dawn of the Post-Modern Era,” E. J. 
Trueblood, 198 pp $3.75, Philosophical. 


Page 6) ee 


er Room On Main Street,” (Sermons) 


Text: Luke 9:51—"He steadfastly set his face 
to go to Jerusalem.” 


HE worthiness of Jesus to bear the cross 
T for the sins of man was- revealed in 

the spirit in which He dealt with per- 
sons and events on His last journey to Jerusa- 
lem. 

For almost two years the Lord went in and 
out among the cities and villages surrounding 
Lake Galilee. Teaching in synagogues and 
by the sea, He healed the sick, fed the hun- 
gry, and brought hope to the people. 

At length, there possessed Him an irresisti- 
ble urge to go to Jerusalem to face the cross. 
According to Luke, when this summons laid 
hold on His mind and possessed His soul, He 
steadfastly set His face to heed the call. 


The evangelist devotes eleven of twenty- 
four chapters of his gospel to describing the 
people and events Jesus met along the way. 
He pictures the Son of God, bent upon the re- 
demption of man, taking time to minister to 
human need as He moves toward death, Sur- 
rounded by poor, afflicted, and spiritually 
starved multitudes, Jesus paused to touch, heal, 
and comfort. But lurking in every assembly 
and even among His own disciples, were those 
who would make the road to Jerusalem ex- 
ceedingly hard. 

He sent messengers before Him to prepare 
the way for His over-night stay in a village 
of Samaria. When he arrived, weary and in 
need of food, the haughty people, following 
the example set by the Jews for half a millen- 
nium, refused to let Him stay. Driving Him 
into the night, they compelled Him and the 
disciples to sleep under the stars. 

This refusal stung Him as it would any 
sensitive soul; but harder to bear was the atti- 
| tude of two of His disciples. James and John, 
later known as ‘Sons of Thunder,” angered 
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THE ROAD TO 
JERUSALEM 


ERLE HOWELL 


by the thrust, rushed to their Master, wi 
vengeance in their hearts, saying, ‘Lord sha 
we call down ‘fire from heaven, even as Elija 
did, to consume them?” 

The Master could take the rejection « 
strangers in His stride, but this utter lack ¢ 
understanding of the spirit of His missio: 
on the part of. members of the inner circl 
grieved His soul. Rebuking them He sat 
“You do not understand the spirit of th 
kingdom!” 

Jesus met many half-hearted followers alor 
the way. These, like certain men in every ag 
were eager to avail themselves of the materi 
and social gains accruing from the kingdo: 
but, also desired to hold on to the worl 

One of these, smirking with self-satisfa 
tion, condescendingly purred, “Lord, I wi 
follow you wherever you go.” Jesus, lookit 
into the man’s heart, knew he meant no wo! 
he said. Responding with dignity and pit 
the Lord said, “The foxes have holes and tl 
birds nests, but the Son of Man has not whe 
to lay his head.” He probably was thinkir 
of the Samaritan village of the night befor 
Hearing His words, the half-hearted discipl 
like the fox he was, withdrew from the que: 
and did not again appear. 


To another, Jesus said, ‘Follow me.” Th 
reply was, “I'll be glad to, Lord, but first 1 
me bury my dead father.’ What he mea 
was something like this, “My father is 0! 
and has a large estate. I am the administrat 
and only heir. Let me stay at home until Dz 
dies. When I have~buried him, cleared 
the estate and put the money out at intere: 
I can afford to follow you.” 
~ Jesus in deep sorrow felt He must poi 
out the fallacy in the young man’s attitud 
“Let the dead bury their dead,’ He said. “C 
thou and preach the kingdom of God.” So f 
as the record goes, this man also, rejectir 
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'€ Opportunity to have a part in the journey 
| Jerusalem, went home to revel in the king- 
om of mammon. 

A third came saying, “Lord, I will follow 
ee; but let me first go bid them farewell, 
hich are at my house.” Luke records the 
viour’s reply, ‘“‘No man, having put his 
und to the plough, and looking back, is fit 
wr the kingdom of God.” 

As Jesus regarded the youth, one can imag- 
e that in the mind of the Master were such 
oughts as this: “You are a farmer. You em- 
oy men to till your soil, When you put a 
ough in the hands of a servant and start 
m across the field, if he turns back, seeking 
watch where he has been rather than keep- 
g his eyes upon his goal, you discharge him 
fore he damages your field. The kingdom 
God is like that: he who espouses it and 
rs back again is not worthy of it.” 

This youth, like others of his kind, went 
me to see the folks and forgot to come 
ck. 

On the way to the city, Jesus encountered 
any persons who would discredit and humili- 
> Him before the crowds. One such was a 
wyer. As a large company of needy people 
thered about Jesus, the legal expert came 
investigate. Hearing, upon the lips of the 
md, words of eternal life, the man arose 
inking to draw the Master into a legal con- 
wersy. In mock earnestness, he asked, “What 
all I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Knowing the purpose of the man, Jesus, 
aking into his eyes, said, “You are acquain- 
1 with the law, what do you read?” This 
is just what the lawyer wanted. He was like 
iny who go about asking questions, hoping 
sir victims may not be able to answer them. 
not, they avidly exhibit their own knowl- 
ge by answering the question they pretended 
t to know. 

With an air of superiority he replied, ““Thou 
ult love the Lord thy God with all thy 
art, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
ength, and with all thy mind; and thy 
ighbor as thyself.” 

In deep earfiestness Jesus said, “Do that 
d you shall live.” 

The man realized instantly that his attempt 
humiliate Jesus had backfired. In the crowd 
re many acquaintances who knew he did not 
tally act as one who loved his neighbors. 
" now was on the defensive. Hoping to 
tify himself, he asked, ‘““Who is my neigh- 
>? 

sus was unwilling to trust the lawyer to 
ver that question, because he had a lesson 


to teach him and all humanity. He related the 
simple story of the Good Samaritan which, 
loved and repeated for nineteen centuries, has 
inspired and influenced His followers in every 
land. After picturing the priest and Levite 
side-stepping their responsibility as men of 
God, He told of the despised Samaritan who, 
seeing a stranger dying of his wounds, took 
him to an inn and provided for his care. 

_ At the close of the story Jesus addressed a 
final question to the man who came to query 
Him. He asked, “Which of the three was 
neighbor to him that fell among thieves?” 

The lawyer dared not admit before these 
acquaintances that he could not answer so 
simple a question. Yet, he hesitated. To ad- 
mith the truth would cause him to stand self- 
accused. But reply he must. One can imagine 
his halting manner as he said, ‘He that 
showed mercy upon him.” Whereupon Jesus 
closed the discussion with the comment, ‘‘Go, 
do thou likewise!” 

Unwilling to face the implications of the 
truth that fell from his own lips, the lawyer 
withdrew. 

There were men bent upon misinterpreting 
His words and deeds. Once, He was healing a 
man with a mental illness. At the fringe of the 
assembly was the inevitable critic. One stood 
up and, bidding for attention, said, ‘This 
man casts out demons by Beelzebub, the prince 
of demons!” 

Jesus replied, “A house divided against 
itself cannot stand.’ He meant, ‘The Prince 
of demons is not the kind of a being who 
gives authority to his servants to work against 
him.” Then holding His critic within His 
gaze, He said, “Your fathers cast out demons, 
perhaps you can tell by what authority they 
worked!’’ A new critic was silenced, by His © 
love, but another enemy with wounded pride 
had been added to the mob that would de- 
mand His death at Jerusalem. 

Thus, in chapter after chapter, Luke de- 
scribes the pettiness, and selfishness of men 
whose pride led them to put obstacles in the» 
way of the Son of God, on the way to Jerusa- 
lem to die for their sins. 

But He kept His course. This does not — 
mean that He rushed to Jerusalem as fast as 
He could get there. The road to Jerusalem — 
was lined with people for whose needs He felt 


responsible and for whose sins He was willing — ‘ihe 


to die. He knew that the opposition along the 
road, as much as the cross, would test and 
reveal the quality of His soul. 

“Before the Lord were two courses. 
could retaliate in kind, yield to the temptation 


to revenge as James and John had done. To- fs 
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say Jesus was not tempted would be to deny 
His humanity. Why should He not destroy 
the Samaritan village? In the very next chapter 
Luke pictures Him as denouncing certain 
cities which had rejected Him. But there is a 
vast difference between His denunciation of 
-Bethsaida, Chorazin, and Capernaum, and the 
destruction His two disciples would wreak 
upon the village of Samaria. He offered the 
warning them that, short of repentance, their 
ultimate destruction would be certain. But 
James and John would enlist the power of 
God to work immediate vengeance upon the 
villagers who had wounded their pride. 

The attitude of the two was sin. That of 
Jesus was of one who had chosen the other 
course, that of victory over temptation. He 
chose to demonstrate, in His daily acts, the 
quality of life which He advocated and to 
which He would call all men. 

Therefore His reply to James and John, 
to the half-hearted followers, and to the law- 
yer revealed how the love for God and man 
in His heart was the all-sufficient answer to 
temptation. God in Him held His humanity 
in check. 

Jesus was not on'the road to Jerusalem only, 
but He moved toward the cross and human 
redemption. He could have reached the city 
and still have failed of His chief mission. 
What would happen at Jerusalem was not 
more important than His attitude toward peo- 
ple and events along the way. 


Many persons convince themselves that if 

they could but perform some spectacular feat 
that would arouse the admiration of the crowd, 
however difficult, they could do that, but they 
are unwilling to face with fortitude and pati- 
ence the many irritations incident to daily 
living. But. Jesus demonstrated the fact that 
only those who learn patience in the work-a- 
ee world, are worthy to achieve the spectacu- 
ar, 
_On the road to Jerusalem, Jesus was 
weighed by life and found worthy. On that 
journey He met a cross section of lost human- 
ity in every age and land. To meet these 
people in hand to hand, mind to mind, heart 
to heart, and spirit to spirit combat, without 
yielding to the temptation to partake of their 
selfishness and pride, was essential to the ful- 
fillment of His purpose to redeem man. 

Had He yielded to the temptation to be- 
come like the selfish souls He met, the cross 
would have been ‘in vain. 

Out of these conflicts with human nature in 
the raw came some of the most significant 
teachings of the ministry of Jesus. In His 
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rebuke to James and John He reminded the 
that they had failed to grasp the nature of tl 
kingdom. It is not vengeance, but forgivene: 
He did not come to condemn, but to save Ie 
men. 

His statement to the first half-hearted fe 
lower was as if He had said, “The kingde 
of God is not something to get, but som 
thing to give.’ His message to the secon 
meant, “Your obligation is not to death, b 
to life. He who fails to accept the life whi 
I offer now, may find himself in the mid 
of death.” To the third it was as if He hi 
said, “Give your soul to God, concentra 
upon His kingdom lest perchance while y¢ 
concern yourself with secondary issues, tl 
kingdom may slip beyond your grasp.” 

His house-divided statement pointed out tl 
necessity for men who love God to work t 
gether to promote His love and His laws — 
human practice. His story of the Good Samat 
tan illustrated the spirit in which a memb 
of the kingdom must react in relation to h 
brother’s need. Service to fellow man must | 
rendered not because of social custom or leg 
compulsion, but rather it must be the spo 
taneous outflowing of the love that is with 
one’s heart. 

Three lessons stand revealed in the attituc 
of Jesus along the road to human redemptio 
One is reminded that the most enriching ar 
rewarding experiences of life often are tl 
most difficult. The opportunity to achie 
self-mastery is in the thick of battle, and n 
in escape from the storm. The way to salv 
tion for the individual is not to die on a spe 
tacular cross, but to achieve spiritual victo 
while bearing the little, irritating crosses e 
countered in every-day life. 


Manpower 
(From Page 78) 


there.”’ It is the same with us when we con 
into the presence of Christ, who is in tru 
“the same yesterday, today and forever.’ B 
cause He is the Son of God and Son of ma 
we shall not cease to ‘climb the. heavenly stee 
nor strive, at all costs, to be like Him, divin 

This, then, is our calling. The time is. 
hand. Let us strike our tents and yield ov 
selves to the great enlistment, praying as v 
do so, “Lord, do not only count me—bi 


~count on me.” i 


2 


_ Of all the things we wear, our expressic 
is the most important—Jenny L, Matthew 
in Best Years. . {a 


The Choice of 
the Cross 


THOMAS FRANKLYN HUDSON 


ext: Mark 10:32—"And they were in the 
way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went 
before them: and they were amazed; and 
as they followed, they were afraid.” 

OST of us are prone to think that after 
Jesus wrestled with temptation in the 
wilderness, He was then through with 

We ignore the scriptural account which 
ainly tells us that “the devil departed from 
m for a season’ —words which certainly im- 
y that future encounters would ensue. More- 
rer, if we are careful in our reading of the 
ospel narratives, we can plainly see that the 
me temptations which He encountered in the 
ilderness, faced Him throughout His entire 
inistry. These temptations may all be re- 
ced to compromising His high ideals and 
mse of mission, as well as the vision which 
is Heavenly Father had given Him of His 
sk. 

There were certain crises which He faced, 
ywever, where the temptation came with al- 
Ost overwhelming force. One of those occa- 
ons was when the multitude wished to make 
im king, after He had fed the five thousand 
id delivered His discourse, with its promi- 
s of deliverance, freedom and peace. The 
rong offered Him a crown, for they saw in 
im the fulfillment of their age-long dreams 
the coming of a Deliverer who should rid 
em of the yoke of Rome, bringing back the 
d Solomonic glory and restoring the King- 
mm of Israel. 

You will recall how Jesus met this tempta- 
mn by turning His back on the crowd and 
ing away into a mountain to pray. The next 
y He came back to the synogogue at Ca- 
naum and delivered an address which had 
tt the remotest relation to the cherished 
pes of the masses. At first they listened to 
is strange words about the bread of life. 
it gradually the crowd melted away and left 
im. It was obvious that their enthusiasm 
d evaporated. The crest of the wave had 
ne on, and Jesus well knew that what was 
mediately before Him was not a crown, but 
cross. ; 
On this occasion a real choice was facing 
sus. The temptation was indeed a genuine 
e. It would have been the easiest thing in 
2 world for Him to have raised the standard 
byterian Church 
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of revolt and rally around Him the physical 
forces of His nation. He would have had the 
armed support of practically all the Jews who 
were scattered over the Roman Empire. Doubt- 
less, too, He could have enlisted the allegi- 
ance of hordes of barbarians on the fringe of 
the Empire, as well as the fiery and uncon- 
quered Arabs of the desert. He could have 
become a second Caesar. 

Here was a real temptation. Why not take 
the short cut? Why not, with a simple brilliant 
stroke, swiftly accomplish the purpose of His 
message and mission? Why not give men the 
new kind of life He promised them, by first 
taking over temporal power? Why not become 
a benevolent dictator, for dictators are always 
able to avoid the red-tape of delay? 

But Jesus turned His back on this tempta- 
tion. As the story continues, we find Him 
leading His disciples away from Galilee and 
Judea, to spend some time with them alone. 
Sheltered from the passions of the crowd, He 
explains to them that what is before Him is 
a cross. The cross is inevitable. 

It was not very long, however, before temp- 
tation confronted our Lord once more. A 
woman of Syro-Phoenicia came and threw her- 
self at His feet, begging Jesus for help. Be- 
yond the borders of the nation that was to 
reject and crucify Him, there lay the great 
Mediterranean world, disgusted with the pag- 
anism of the time, seeking a satisfying way 
of life, and ripe for the presentation of Jesus’ 
gospel. They would respond to His message. 
They would be willing to follow the way of 
life that His own people rejected. Why not 
turn to the Gentiles, zow? 

Here was temptation again. Why not step 
outside the narrow boundaries of His own 
nation? Why confine Himself to these stub- 
born people with whom His lot had been cast 


and from whose loins He sprang? Why stay 


within the circle of Judaism, when welcome, 
acclaim, success, adulation and power lay ready 
for His taking in this larger world? He had 


only to turn His back upon Judaism and the 


Gentile world would welcome Him with open _ 


arms. 

But Jesus turned His face steadfastly to- 
ward Jerusalem. He deliberately turned His 
back once more upon the easy way. And it 


_is on that journey toward Jerusalem, which 


brought Him nearer and nearer to His own 


choice of the cross, that the words of our 
text occur: ‘“And they were in the way going 
up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: 
and they were amazed; and as they followed, 


they were afraid.” These were the emotions 
that loomed up in the hearts of the disciples 
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as they accompanied their Master on the road 
that was to lead to Calvary—amazement, fear, 
awe, Such is the story the scriptures tell us 
of Jesus’ final journey on the way to the cross. 

Why should they be amazed? What did He 
say to them on this journey that made them 
astonished? Certainly, He reminded them 
again of His teaching about God. God was 
not a Being to be placated with the sacrifices 
of bullocks and burnt offerings. He was not 
an Accountant who kept a strict ledger of their 
debits and credits. He was not primarily a 
Judge who delighted to mete out punishment 
to transgressors. Above all, He was a Father. 
Instead of God being angry at men for their 
sins, waiting until the day of their death to 
deal out retributive justice, He was a suffer- 
ing God. Sin, therefore, was something which 
evoked from God not anger and resentment, 
but rather deep and profound sorrow the result 
of which was divine heartbreak. The prodigal 
son who wandered into the far country, not 
only broke his own heart, but he broke his 
father’s loving heart as well. We may desert 
God and go back on Him, but God never 
goes back on us. Sin is therefore much harder 
to face when we know that it results not in 
God’s ire and wrath, but in His sorrow and 
heartbreak. 

What, therefore, does the cross mean to 
you and me? Jesus’ choice of the cross tells 
us that every sin we commit, every evil thing 
we do, every lapse from virtue of which” we 
are guilty, drives a nail into the heart of our 
loving heavenly Father. 

Let us not think of the cross in terms of a 
theological theory or an intellectual doctrine. 
Our Lord made it perfectly plain that He who 
would know the meaning of the cross will 
only find it as he follows Him and bears his 
-own cross. This does not mean a Stoic endur- 
ance of some hardship in life, such as the 
man who says with self-conscious pride, “I 
have to bear my own cross in this world!” 
Rather, it means a person’s sharing with Jesus 
Christ in a spirit of self-sacrifice. It means 
that you and I must be willing to surrender 
our comfort and ease, our security and peace 
of mind if necessary, to stoop down with 
Christ under the burdens of this modern 
world of ours. It means sharing with Christ in 
catrying our part of the load of life for 
others. “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
‘so fulfill the law of Christ.” It means not 
_ striving to save one’s own life, but losing it 
for His sake and the Gospel’s. It means think- 
HN ing not primarily of our own happiness and 
peace, but putting in first place the peace and 


happiness of those with whom we come int 
contact. 

This means walking up the Via Dolorosa t 
Calvary, to the cross. It means that we mus 
oppose injustice wherever it exists. It mean 
that we will not stand for the exploitation o 
human beings to any cause or program. 1 
means that we will take our stand for th 
cause of right whatever the price we have t 
pay — unpopularity, persecution, ridicule, th 
censure of our fellow human-beings. It mean 
that we will not stand with the majority sim 
ply because it is the easy thing to do. If on 
of our fellow human-beings is being unjust 
treated, merely because of his color or his race 
we will come to his aid regardless of wh 
might be on the other side. 

This is never an easy thing to do. As ou 
Lord was tempted to choose the easy way, si 
will we, His followers, be tempted. And w 
should know too, as He knew, that if we ac 
cept the way of the cross — if we deliberateh 
choose it — we ate going to face pain an 
travail. Our friends and associates will b 
amazed and filled with wonder, even as th 
intimate disciples of Jesus were. They wil 
not understand why or how we could pos 
sibly make such a choice. The way of the cros 
will not be for us a nice and pleasant way 
any more than it was for our Lord. But it i 
the only way to life aboundant. 

But the final fact which the gospel record 
leave with us, and that which all of us mus 
take home to ourselves, is that while these me 
were overwhelmed with awe and wonder a 
what Jesus had said, though they were afraic 
of that ugly cross that they saw there clearly 
at the end of the way, they still went on anc 
followed Him to the end. We know, o 
course, that when the hour of that traged 
came, “‘they all forsook Him and fled,” bu 
they came back again. When they under 
stood what the cross-meant at last, they tool 
it themselves, each of them. And while tradi 
tion may not always be accurate, most of thes 
men suffered just as Jesus did, for some o 
them were crucified as He was crucified. An 
they all bore the hate and spite and persecu 
tion of the world, in some form, because thé 
were willing and ready, when they saw th 
cross in all its meaning and all its fulness, t 
take that cross and to follow with Him clea 
to Calvary. , 

Such is the picture that the Gospels give u 
of the way of the cross. We have all failed 
miserably failed, to understand what the cros 
is. I hope this much may come out of ou 
contemplation of it—that we shall never agai 
look upon it merely as a symbol on our alta 


beautiful structure of gold — that we shall 
at think of it carelessly or light-heartedly 
ly more—that we shall never be guilty of 
king upon it with indifference—that we 
all no longer be foolish enough to believe 
iat talking about it, and singing about it, 
id praying over it, are going to bring us 
lvation—but that we shall see what Jesus 
ied to make plain to use as He speaks to His 
isciples then and now. For His words are 
) positive and emphatic that we cannot but 
slieve that every word was full of the au- 
1ority of His personality: “If any man would 
> my disciple (if any man is going to call 
imself a Christian), he must deny himself 
ad take up his cross and follow me.” 


Joly Communion on 


Ash Wednesday 


W. A. KUNTZLEMAN 
Scripture: Joel 2:12-19. 


‘ext: Rev. 3:20—" Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock, if any man hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in to him and 
will sup with him, and he with me.” 


HERE is a big contrast between the sup- 
per mentioned in our text and the one 
we are privileged to share today. Our 

“xt speaks of God as guest and we as the 
ost. Under some circumstances this is the 
rder, but today the reverse is true. God is 
ost and we are the guests. 


How are you dressed? 


Many people get ready for this sacred sup- 
er by changing their clothes. There is a 
uick shave or a last touch to the hair, or the 
ace. In some parts of the world they dress 
or it by wearing special clothing denoting 
1ourning. In other parts of the world, they 
ive evidence by ashes on the foreheard. We 
in find no fault with these things if they are 
aly secondary. Scripture tells us that we are 
aly properly dressed for it if that dressing 
“internal. ‘‘A broken and a contrite heart, 
) God thou wilt not despise.” A heart that 
trutly sorrowful for its sins is all the dress, 
1e only dress that God requires. If you come 
. this supper penitently, you are properly 
ressed. Penitence is what Peter felt when, 
fter a miracle, inclosing a large catch of fish, 
nd realizing what the character of our Lord 
Bite to have such spiritual power, fell upon 
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his knees and cried, “Depart from me for I 
am a sinful man O Lord.” 

Window dressing is an art, but customers 
like a clean store, too. The beautifully decor- 
ated window is not enough. I care not how 
the windows may sparkle and shine in the 
restaurant, I like to know, ‘How clean is the 
kitchen?”’ Our scripture for this sacred day 
suggests, “Blow the trumpet, gather the peo- 
ple, sanctify the congregation, turn unto the 
Lord, and, rend your hearts and not your gar- 
ments.’ How are you dressed? You are alto- 
gether properly attired for this feast when 
you come with a penitent heart, for the Lord 
demands, “Rend your hearts and not your gar- 
ments.” A 

What do you expect? 

Why were the people to gather in solemn 
assembly? That God might reveal anew His 
promises to them. Those people went expect- 
ing something mighty important. The heathen 
were asking, “Where is your God?”’ God was 
going to show them. He would forgive them, 
He would insure their freedom, He would 
provide food in abundance — no longer would 
the heathen be able to reproach them — no 
longer would the heathen rule over them. The 
mouth of the Lord had spoken it. 

Brethren, when we come to this Supper, 
what do we expect? A lot of silly little wishes 


that flit through our minds, often trivial, often | 


selfish? Of course not! Do we expect God to 
be present? Do we expect Him to reveal His 
love and power? The classic misconception of 
our worship thoughts is illustrated by the 
thinking of the person who called the pastor 
asking, “Will the president be in Church to- 
morrow?” The pastor’s answer is, itself, a 
gem, “I don’t know, but I know God will be 
there and that should be sufficient to get a 
respectful number of worshippers.” 

Do we come expecting the comfort of for- 
giveness? Do we expect help in the direction 
of cheerful obedience? How difficult it is to 
obey cheerfully at times. 


Do we expect the assurance of eternal life? 


“Whoso eateth of this Bread and drinketh of 
this Cup, firmly believing the words of Christ, 


dwelleth in Christ and Christ in Him and hath _ 


eternal life.” 
Brethren, then will the Lord be jealous for 


His land, He will pity His people, He will — 


provide the necessities of life, He will satisfy 
them with His mercies. 


What do you contribute? 


We don’t need to worry about God’s por- 


tion of the feast. His provisions are ample 


and sure. In order to enjoy the fellowship of — : 


this Supper, we must supply just one thing, 
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only one thing. Faith is our contribution. Fel- 
lowship is impossible if one’s word and one’s 
actions are not trustworthy. Grace is God's 
hand extended to us. Faith is our hand reach- 
ing out to accept His. 

When two cars of a train come together on 
the track that passes through our village, a 
coupling is necessary to bring the power from 
the engine to the heaters and air brakes. So in 
Christianity the power of Christ is available. 
He has new power to release into weary bod- 
ies, bewildered minds, disappointed hearts, 
and troubled consciences. The strength is 
there if we make the coupling unite. On our 
side the coupling is faith. Faith opens the door 
through which He enters. 

A little girl walks into a dark room. She 
gropes along the wall. Her fingers find what 
she is seeking. A button is pressed. The room 
is flooded with light. The little girl did not 
make the light. She did not supply the power. 
Miles and miles away huge dynamos are turn- 
ing to generate large quantities of electricity. 
That little girl only made contact between 
power available and the light fixture in the 
room. So our faith simply makes contact with 
God’s available supply of power and love and 
floods our lives with His mercy. Faith is our 
contribution. 

Come then to the feast. Come rightly 
dressed. Come expecting right things. Come, 
contributing your faith. Come, for all things 
are now ready. Let everyone that is athirst, 
come and take freely of the water of life. 


The Power of 
Public Opinion 


(Palm Sunday) 


Text:Mark 11:9—And they went before, and 
they that followed, cried, Saying, Hosanna: 
ali is he that cometh in the name of the 

ord.” 
Mark 15:13—"And they cried out again, 
| Crucify him.” 


NE of the major issues which Palm Sun- 

day raises in our minds is the import- 

ance of public opinion, This at least 
possesses the merit of contemporary interest. 
“TIL tell you,” said Felix Holt, ‘“what’s the 
_ greatest power under Heaven, and that is pub- 
lic opinion — the ruling belief in society 


about what is right and what is wrong, what 
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is honorable and what is shameful. That 
the steam that is to work the engine. Hon 
can political freedom make us better any mor 
than a religion we don’t believe in, if peopl 
laugh and wink, when they see men abus 
and defile it.’ The modern world at any rat 
is under no delusion about the justness of thi 
verdict. It acts on the assumption that th 
important thing in public policy is the contre 
and manipulation of the propaganda machine 
So much is this the case that the formation o 
the right kind of public opinion is reckone 
to be one of the chief weapons in the armor 
of modern warfare. Even in countries, demo 
cratically governed, a separate department c¢ 
State has been created to direct Press an 
Radio news and views. The powers that b 
have made up their minds about the emo 
tional and volitional effect of directed mass 
suggestion. There is a certain State in Indi 
that has a make-believe Parliament. Men mee 
together, discuss and frame resolutions, an 
the ruling Rajah then proceeds to tear then 
up. When he was asked why he. continue 
to contenance such an Assembly, he said 
“Those resolutions are first torn up and thet 
acted upon. I myself always act upon them 
because I feel I am but a straw in the curren 
of public opinion.” The final decision in am 
controversy is always the voice of the people 

This truth shines with transparent clearnes 
through the events which led up to the Cruci 
fixion. On Palm Sunday Jesus was borne for 
ward on a strong running tide of popular ap 
proval. The crowds strewed palm branches ot 
His way, and with delirious enthusiasm ac 
claimed Him as the long-expected Messiah 
Then the tide unaccountably ran back as swift 
ly inthe opposite direction, and what today 
carried Him to triumph tomorrow swept Hin 
to doom. Humanly speaking, it was this dra 
matic volte-face on the part of the peopl 
which sealed the fate of Jesus. “So Pilate 
willing to content the people, delivered Jesus 
when he had scourged him, to be crucified.’ 
All of which raises certain sobering reflection 
in our minds, . 

We notice, first of all, this significant fact 


' that it is possible to harness public opinion t 


Christ and His Cause. We can easily exag 
gerate the alleged failure of Christ with th 
masses. The evidence-of the Gospels seem 
to point the other way. We are told that “th 
common people heard him gladly.” They mar 
velled at His gracious words. They were grate 
ful for His works of mercy. - - Se 

On more than one occasion they would. hav: 
taken Him by force and made Him a King 
And on this Palm Sunday the ground ae 
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mplaint of the authorities was His popu- 
‘ity with the masses. “Behold how ye pre- 
il nothing: lo, the world is gone after 
m.” From time to time questionnaires are 
‘culated by church authorities with a view 
discovering the prevailing attitude of the 
Idier in the trenches or the man in the 
reet towards Christ and His religion. Almost 
iformly the results of these investigations 
e depressing in the extreme. It is probably 
ue what they claim, that the prevailing trend 
our age is one of huge religious uncon- 
mm. But this attitude, serious though it be, 
the poles apart from one of embittered and 
ydurate hostility. “Like sheep,” said the 
ophet, “they are going astray’’ heedlessly, 
% wantonly. The big unspoiled heart of 
imanity is not at enmity with Jesus. He is 
ill for the masses “the lonely greatness of 
ie world.” His moral and spiritual beauty 
aunts them like a disturbing dream. His 
andards of conduct are still authoritative for 
em, even though they honour them in the 
reach rather than the observance. And if by 
le power of the same living Christ, some 
azarous-like miracle should be wrought in 
\eir midst, and their own souls or the souls 
f some one dear to them should be raised 
om the death of sin to eternal life, it will 
yoke a response from them such as will bind 
em for ever to Christ and His cause. The 
elirious enthusiasm of the crowds at Christ’s 
itry into Jerusalem is the conclusive answer 
y any skepticism we may still have about the 
pacity of the masses to respond to Christ's 


The other side of this question, however, 
eeds equally to be pondered. One of the 
ssons of Palm Sunday, as well as one of its 
arnings, is that the public opinion sympa- 
1etic to Christ may equally become anti-pa- 
etic. For public opinion, created under the 
tessure of mass-suggestion, is always fluid and 
1constant, and liable to be stampeded in any 
irection desired. ‘Bah,’ said Napoleon, to 
ourrienne, congratulating him on his ascend- 
acy over the masses, “this same unthinking 
‘owd under a slight change of circumstances 
ould follow me just as eagerly to the scaf- 
aid.” Was his mind, one wonders, running 
n that other event which once took place 
ng ago “outside a city wall?” Why did the 
‘owd then blow hot and cold by turns? Why 
ras the darling of the crowd’s devotion to- 

the victim of their execration tomorrow? 
he only explanation is that they had been 
ot at in the interval. The Priestly propaganda 
1 set to work and produced its deadly fruit. 
nad poisoned the minds of the people. It 
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had perverted their judgment and thrown a 
smoke-screen over their eyes. It had adroitly 
insinuated the suggestion that Christ was the 
friend of Rome, the enemy of the people, the 
destroyer of the Temple, an iconoclast and 
charlatan and no true Messiah. By these means 
they roused the fanatical to frenzied hostility 
and the loyal to flaccid and nerveless inaction. 
It is thus that the wells of public life are 
polluted, and the power of public opinion 
harnessed to nefarious ends. Readers of Mein 
Kampf can master the technique for them- 
selves, and in its successful application to the 
conditions of modern life they can assess its 
devastating power. It is only too possible, by 
the skilful use of the machine, to alter the 
outlook, values, and spiritual sympathies. of 
nations in a single generation, almost without 
their awareness of the fundamental changes 
that are taking place. This alone can explain 
the dramatic change-over in the mind of the 
Jerusalem crowd, as it also furnishes the key 
to the spiritual apostasy of Europe. Those who 
wield the control weapons which mould pub- 
lic opinion will naturally tend to discredit a 
religion which conflicts with vested interests 
or cut athwart the demands of power-politics. 

It is at this point that the Christian Church 
has its own contribution to make to the task 
of creating an informed and enlightened pub- 
lic opinion. Her function is to stand forth 
as a solid breakwater against the mounting and 
menacing seas of mendacity and misrepresen- 
tations. It is to foster within its fellowship 
the love of truth, to stimulate its pursuit and 
secure its vindication. Fortunately it has its 
own channels, for attaining this end. On great 
questions of national policy it has its Courts, 
its public platform and its own Press. More 
intimately, yet no less potently, it has its wor- 
ship, fellowship, and Sacraments. Let no one 
=p eater ae the coercive power of the ordi- 
nary means of grace in the formation of pub- 
lic opinion. What would a Communist not — 
give to possess those living “cells” of oppor-_ 
tunity for the transmission of his Marxian — 
Gospel? Yet perhaps the most potent weapon — 
the Church possesses for this end is the quality 
of the type of mind it produces. The gentle 
Amiel in his Journal writes, “A\ crowdsisma 


material force, and the weight of numbers 


gives to a proposition the authority of law; 
but that wise and ripened temper of mind 


which takes everything into account is not en- _ 6 


gendered by the impetuosity of the masses.” 


It is the function of the Church to create v4 
“that wise and ripened temper of mind” which 
is impervious to the bludgeonings of the: mass. 
mind and refuses to be stampeded by popular 
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catchwords and parrot propaganda. “They say; 
what say they? Let them say.” It is this inde- 
pendent temper of mind, based on spiritual 
conviction, and controlled by God’s Spirit, 
which multiplied indefinitely makes the Chris- 
tian Church the light of the world and the 
saving salt of society. 

Whether or no the Church can produce 
this Christ-controlled and __ self-propagating 
quality of life in sufficient strength to make 
its influence decisive on public life will settle 
the issue as to whether the public opinion of 
our land will be in the future pagan or Chris- 
tian. Today as two thousand years ago it will 
determine the momentous question whether 
Christ will be crowned the Lord of all good 
life or suffer the doom of being crucified 
afresh. That is one of the major lessons which 
the message of Palm Sunday inculcates.—Ex- 
pository Times. 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


A Spreading Speck 
Text: Mark 4:30—It is like a grain of mus- 
tard seed.” 

In comparison with the world as a whole, 
the islands of Great Britain are not very large, 
as we know by looking at a map, or globe of 
the world. Actually, it seems like a “speck’’ 
on the map. And, yet throughout the years 
it has gathered around itself the loyalty and 
cooperation of many, many islands, and many 
lands. Our country may occupy only a corner, 
but red bits on the maps, representing self- 
governing dominions and colonies are dotted 
all over, a whole world-wide group of nations. 

Only I think there is something much more 


wonderful than this in spreading from a small 


beginning to every part. of the world. Once 
there was a very small group of men, a speck 
not much greater than “‘a grain of mustard 
seed,” a band of 12 men with a Master called 


Jesus. In a very short time that small group 


increased; it added to its members of follow- 


ers, till it had representatives in every corner 


of the Roman Empire. Then after a time, the 


Roman Empire fell, but the group continued 


to grow and grow in numbers, spreading 


Wy 


farther and farther, adding more and more to 
its numbers, until it is believed that there are 


_ some millions of members in the group, all 


spread over the world, beginning with the 


Master and the 12. Yes, we believe it will 


Dee 


become bigger and bigger, until the words of 


__ the Christian Hymn we all love will become 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run; 

His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

Do we have a part in spreading the teack 
ings of Jesus? Of course, He depends on us 
—each one of us—just as he did on the 1 
while He was here on earth. He wants us t 
tell others of His love for us, and why H 
came to this earth, and they in turn will tel 
still others. That is the way God’s lov 
works; it gives each one of us a share in th 
great privilege of telling others. (Adapte, 
from "A Spreading Speck,” by Chas. M. Hep 
burn, Crieff, Expository times.) 


Mulberry—Harbour or Dyke 
Text: Isa, 2:4—‘They shall beat their sword 
into ploughshares.” 

Have you ever heard of the Mulberry Har 
bour? It wasn’t made of mulberries and 
don’t know why they called it that, but 1 
happened in war time and had to-be kept ; 
great secret. The name ‘‘Mulberry’’ was a se 
cret code. 

They had other funny code names, lik 
Pluto, which had nothing to do with Wal 
Disney’s famous dog, but was, I suppose, con 
nected with the Pluto that the Greeks knev 
as god of the underworld, because our Plute 
was a big pipe laid under the sea to take petro 
all the way from England to France. Perhap 
“Mulberry” had a meaning, too, if I onbh 
knew. 

It happened when we were getting ready 
for the invasion of Europe in 1944. The in 
vading armies needed a harbour to receive th 
necessary supplies. But an ordinary harbou 
takes far too long to build, so something quit 
special had to be planned and built. It wa: 
made along’ the Thames coast. Big holes wer 


‘dug near the river and great frames mad 


and filled with concrete. When all was hare 
and tough the frames were taken off anc 
water-ways dug from the river, and the con 
crete monsters floated like ships, though the} 
weren't graceful like ships, but Square anc 
awkward. When D day came the Navy towe 
them across the Channel: and joined them to 
gether to make the harbour wall. a 

That happened quite a long time ago, a: 
you children count time. Mulberry Harbou 
was made before you ten-year-olds were. born 
But now they have just been making fou 
more concrete monsters. Not for war thi: 
time, but for a very different use. 


In the floods last spring our own East Coas 
suffered greatly, but Holland suffered stil 


The Exposite 


ore. You know that some land in Holland 

below sea level and is protected by sea 
alls, called dykes. The great waves broke 
ywn the dykes and the sea flowed over the 
nd. But the Dutch began driving the sea 
it again, as they have done before, gradually 
ulding up the dykes, so that people could live 
rain on the flooded lands. The time came 
hen only one gap remained in the dykes. 
ow did they fill that gap? Yes! they brought 
e four concrete monsters from England, put 
em together and sank them in just the right 
ace. 


So what was planned in time of war for 
ie use of soldiers is now used in time of 
sace to help farmers to live again in their 
omes and till their fields. 

There is quite a link here with the plough- 
ares Mentioned in our next text, isn’t there? 
is a very well-known text, which tells us of 
i¢ promise that when Jesus came and when 
en followed His Way, they would learn how 
use all the old war-like things for peaceful 
irposes; not to harm others, but to help 
em. 

And perhaps you girls and boys will be 
le, in your life-time, to help to bring the day 
hen this becomes true.—Svdney Gray, Cam- 
idge, from Expository Times. 


he Land of Beginning Again 

That is the poet’s way of talking about 
wring; actually it is also the way we feel 
yout Easter, which comes once each year, 
cording to the calendar, the things we can 
é, plenty of church going, and most of us 
lebrate by getting some new clothes. 


Actually, all this is wonderful, because it is 
ie outward expression of something great 
at has come into the hearts of men,—so 
eat that we cannot express it in words, 
ymns, kind deeds, but we feel the need of 
itting on new clothes, special services, new 
1d wonderful music, flowers that express the 
ve of God and the beauty of life, if we learn 
msec it. 

We know, of course, that even though 
aster Sunday is only one day on the Calendar, 
hat it means to us remains in our hearts, and 
rects our plans for the coming weeks, com- 
g months, years,—in fact, our whole lives. 
directs us in our attitude toward the mem- 
ts of our families, our neighbors, and what 
e do with our lives. Easter! It is a very sim- 
e word, easy to say, easy to spell,—but we 
rer learn all there is to learn about the 
ning of it, because we never learn all 
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there is to learn about Jesus, and His love 
for each one of us. Yes, the book we call the 
Bible tells us that He awakened after He had 
been laid in the tomb, and He walked about 
the garden and talked to the followers who 
loved Him and came to do what they could 
for Him. He called them by name, and helped 
them to understand that He had RISEN from 
the Tomb. He assured them that He would 
return to His Father in Heaven, but that He 
would always be near, watching over those 
who trust Him, Do what He told them to do, 
love and trust each other, and to teach this 
wonderful news to everyone they could. 


That is how we know that Jesus is here, 
near us, with us, and in our hearts all the 
time. He said that He would be with us al- 
ways, if we learn to open our hearts to Him, 
ask Him to guide us in all our decisions, and 
learn to leave our troubles in His keeping. 
He is God, He made us, He loves us, and 
knows what He brought us here for. Those of 
us who accept that, believe it, and never for- 
get it will have a continuous Easter in our 
hearts, because we will know that our steps are 
being guided by His love. 


Life 

(From Page 80) 

realms of life increase our assurance that man 
is immortal, 


Concerning our Faith and immortality there 
is no question, The man of the Damascus 


Road affirms: “Our Saviour Jesus Christ . . .- 


hath abolished death, and hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel.” 
Our Master spoke out with authority, “Be- 


cause I live, ye shall live also.” Death has 


met its match in the Son of God. 


Here then is the twofold message of Easter. 
Christ, as the Way, shows us the way to live 
on this planet. He reveals our possibilities. 
His resurrection points ‘beyond the clouds and 
beyond the tomb.” “Life and immortality are 


brought to light through the gospel—Ralph 


Rasmussen. 


The well-meaning people who talk of edu. 


cation as if it were a substance distributable 


by coupon in large or small quantities never — | 


exhibit any understanding of the truth that 
you cannot teach anybody anything that he 
does not want to learn.—George Sampson in 


Think. 
A word too much always defeats its 
pose—Arthur Schopenhauer. 
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[LLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 
Unspotted From the World 


Text: James 1:17—‘‘Pure religion and unde- 
filed before God and the Father is this... 
to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 
Early in the ministry of the late Dr. Malt- 

bie Babcock, the distinguished pastor of the 

Brick Presbyterian Church in New York, was 

approached by a physician who was a member 

of his congregation. The physician, a good 
friend of Dr. Babcock, was concerned about 
the health of the pastor, who had been work- 
ing very hard and clearly needed relaxation. 

Handing Dr. Babcock some theatre tickets, he 

said, “Take these, you need the recreation of 

going to this play.” 

His pastor looked at them, and seeing that 
they were tickets to a play of the kind he 
could not conscientiously attend, said kindly: 
“Thank you, but I can’t take them. I can’t go,” 
“Why not,” the physician asked. “You're 
tired, and need the entertainment.” 

Then Dr. Babcock replied somewhat in this 
way: “Yes, I am tired, and I do need recrea- 
tion. But, doctor, it’s this way. You're a phy- 
sician, a surgeon, in fact. When you operate 
you scrub your hands meticulously until you 
ate especially clean. You wouldn’t dare oper- 
ate with dirty hands. Well, I’m a servant of 
Christ: I deal with precious human souls, And 
oe dare to do my work with a dirty 
ite: 

The lesson is plain. It applies to every 
Christian, not just to ministers. Christianity 
demands a life that is clean and pure, “‘un- 
spotted from the world.” 


Deceptive Appearances 
Text: Gal. 6:7—"Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked.” 

Walking along a road by the village pond, 
clearly posted with signs that read, ‘No 
Swimming,” the truant officer saw a lad in 
_ the water, and shouted gruffly: “Here! What 
are you doing, swimming there?” “Please, sir, 
_ I'm not swimming. I’m drowning,” was the 
__ boy’s answer: and his head went under. The 
officer quickly dived into the water and res- 
cued the lad. 

Appearances are often deceptive. While 
there are millions in the world who appear 
to be happily enjoying life, they are lost 
souls, in need of the life-line. And to us who 
are Christians is entrusted the Word of life, 


va the Gospel of salvation in Christ’ and His 


_ Page 96 


cross. What are we doing to make Hi 
known? How are we proclaiming God’s gre 
salvation ? 


Yesterday Defeat, Today Victory 
Text: I Cor, 15:57—"But thanks be to Go, 

which giveth us the victory through o1 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Some years ago there lived in the city « 
London two Frenchmen who had long bee 

riends. In the course of time one of the 
decided to become a British subject, and toc 
the proper steps towards that end. He sougl 
to persuade his friend to do likewise, but tk 
other man would not do so. At length tl 
papers were found to be in order, and the fir 
man, swearing allegiance to the king, w 
made a citizen of Great Britain, a subject ¢ 
the king. 

A day or two after receiving his final paper 
this. man met his friend and told him tk 
news. The Frenchman remarked: “You loc 
to me just the same as you did the last tim 
I saw you. Do you feel any different?” ° 
can’t say that I do,” the new Englishman fr 
marked. ‘‘Well, then,’ his friend asked, “1 
you look the same and feel the same, what 
the difference?” “Only this,” was the reph 
“Yesterday Waterloo was a defeat; today it 
a victory.” A 

It may be that when we first become Chri: 
tians we do not look any different to o 
friends. It may be that we do not feel diffe 
ent from the way that we did before, for ot 
salvation is not a matter of feeling, but c¢ 
faith. Yet we are different. Yesterday 
lived in defeat, walking according to tk 
course of this world, subject to Satan, h 
slave. But today we live in victory—the victot 
of the crucified and risen Christ. Now ¥ 
are subjects of the King, and new creatures i 
Him, “Old things are passed away; behok 
all things are become new.” 


Not Weary In Well Doing 
Text: Gal. 6:9—"And let us not be weary i 
well doing: for in due season we shall rea 
if we faint not.” ~ a 
“Is your father a Christian?” a schoolbe 
was once asked after he had himself made 
profession of faith in Christ at a service hel 
for young people. The worker was natural) 
anxious to know under what kind of influenc 
the boy’s newly-formed purpose would have 
be carried out in his own home. | 
“Yes,” was the reply, “he is a Christias 
but I don’t think he’s been working much | 
it lately.” : . 
Being a Christian is a strenuous thing; 


Kes staying-power; it is not something that 
all done with once one has come into the 
wistian army. And it is only as we persist 
at we shall reap the reward, the crown of 
ctory. 


0 Die Is Gain 

Death comes to us at last, or late or soon: 

Death comes to all—it is the Christian's boon! 

Then free from fears and tears, and free from 
pain 

He knows the glorious truth: “To die is gain.” 

For he from out the conquered grave shall rise 

To meet his blessed Saviour in the skies: 

And he shall know that 'tis a splendid trade 

That now twixt earth and Heaven he has made. 


We pray: So may'\she rest in blissful peace, 
From ache and sorrow having found release. 
And, as we trudge along life’s way, we ask: 
God grant us grace and strength for every task, 
That, when for us its lengthening race is run, 
The judgment of the Lord will be: 

“Well done!” 


Victor E. Beck (From “The Winnowing Years,” 
blished by Augsburg Pub. House, Rock Island, Til. 
‘o Die Is Gain,” was written in memory of his 
other.) 


ur Gifts 
mee> Matt. 25:25—‘And I ., 
hid thy talent.” 


. went and 


A talent bright was mine 
Long years ago. 

“Use it,” the Giver said, 
’Twill brighter grow.” 


I used it; how it shone! 
And then one day, 

For just a whim, 
I laid my gift away. 


Untouched I left it 

While the years rolled on. 
Today I seek it, 

But my gift is gone. 


—Frances Swift Pender. 


he Dignity of Service - 

ext: John 13:4-5—“He rose from the table, 
laid aside his robe, and tied a towel about 
him, then poured water into a basin, and 
began to wash the feet of the disciples, wip- 
ing them with the towel he had tied round 
him.” (Moffatt) 

During the funeral of Edward the 7th of 
ngland, a friend of mine stood in the crowd 
| Trafalgar Square. Near the stand erected 
yx the royal family and their friends, the 
ightiest in the land were seated at points 
- vantage. 

‘Near him stood a small, aged woman, peet- 
g here and there through the crowd, trying 
‘vain to see the cortege as it moved forward. 
ing up toward the seats provided for the 


royal family, one was empty. A young woman 
had arisen from the seat, and was making her 
way to the aisle leading down to the ground. 
She was remonstrated with by a guard, but 
she came down the steps without hesitation, 
made her way over to the aged woman, took 
her by the arm, led her back to the steps, 
and sent her up to sit in her place, while she 
took the aged onlooket’s place in the crowd. 
Only a person for whom a seat had been 
provided and reserved could have done that! 
So only the Son of God, or one whom He had 
lifted into divine relationship, could render 
the service which He offered to those disciples 
with the dusty feet as He laid aside His gar- 
ments, took a towel, girded Himself, and 
washed their feet. Here is a relation to God 
that lifts life out of its limitations to the 
illimitable liberties of a God-centered sphere. 
There is no service anywhere in the world 
rendered in the name of Jesus Christ to a 
needy fellow and which can be beneath the 
dignity of a child of God.—J. C. Massee. 


Are YOU Within 
Calling Distance? 
Text: John 1:43—"Jesus ... 

Follow me.” 

Two men stood talking, one an experienced, 
middle-aged business man, who sought oppor- 
tunities to help others see God, and the priv- 
ilege given to each and every believer to spread 
the Word of Salvation; the second, a young, 
energetic man, whom we might today speak 
of as a “‘go-getter!”’ 

The young man listened for a time, then 
said, ‘“True, I agree, we need to send out mis- 
sionaries to spread the Word, but I have never 
felt any compelling call to give my life in 
that way.” 

“Are you sure,” asked the business-man, 
“that you have ever been within calling dis- 
tance?” —John W. Lane. 


saith unto him, 


Waiting At An Open Door 
Text: Rev, 3:20—“If any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him.” 
A nurse in a Christian-Mission hospital of 
one of the hill stations in India was seated on 
a veranda reading. A high-caste Indian woman 
came to the hospital for treatment, and the — 
nurse rose to receive her. As she did so, a 
picture from the book she was reading fell to 
the floor; it was a reproduction of Holman _ 
Hunt’s “The Light of the World.” : 
“What does that picture mean?” inquired — 
the Indian visitor, and the nurse told the 
beautiful touching story of Him who stands — 
at the door and knocks. Some days later, the 
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nurse went to call on the Indian patient, and 
found the front door of her home wide open. 
The hills were covered with snow at that 
time of year, and the nurse remonstrated with 
her patient for allowing the door to stand 
open and the house grow cold, The patient 
admitted the house was cold, and added: “But 
I thought that perhaps your Jesus might pass 
by, and I wanted Him to find the door wide 
open.” 


Thrills! 
Text: I Sam. 18:6. 

Shortly after Lindbergh had visited his 
home city, three small boys were overheard 
comparing their experiences. “I saw him land 
and get out of the little door in his plane,” 
said one. 

“That’s nothing,” boasted the second. “I 
was in the very front line of the parade and I 
coulda touched him.’ But the third—he con- 
sidered himself the most fortunate, and said, 
“I got right in his way when he was coming 
up the steps*and he breathed his breath right 
in my face.” 


Many of us would not wish to go quite so 
far as that small boy, but it is amazing how 
far we do go for the briefest glimpse of a 
hero. If we were actually on the field, we 
probably caught sight of a blonde head, which 
might have belonged to anyone, partly ob- 
scured by umbrellas and heads and little boys 
with flags. But, we went home and said, “I 
have seen Lindbergh!” There is something 
about actually seeing a person with our own 
eyes which brings him to life for us more 
truly than any number of skillfully taken 
photographs, or any printed or spoken de- 
scriptions. A great number of people go 
through fire and water, figuratively speaking, 
to see presidents, fliers, swimmers, so-called 
royalty, athletes, and other publicized person- 
ages. Why? When we have the “abiding 
place” of the greatest personality within our 
reach, not only in the local Church or 
Churches, but within our own beings, seeking 


_ to enter into our consciousness, walk with us, 


help us, guide us, and abide with us? Why 
are we so blind? Why do we hesitate in swing- 
ing open the door? 


Learning To Wait 
Text: James 5:8—Be ye also patient.” 
Grenfell of Labrador says that one of the 
_ things he and his brothers wanted most eagerly 
_ when they were children was a pony. Their 
father, well able to afford the pony, refused 
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to buy it. Instead, he gave his sons a sma 
allowance, and opened bank accounts for then 
The money thus saved was called “por 
money.” As the “pony” fund grew, the fath 
added to it from time to time, In the end th 
pony came as a surprise gift—they hadn't 
pay for it after all. The father knew thi 
waiting was a good thing, and because of 
would cherish the gift of the pony more an 
treat it with becoming kindness and consider: 
tion, 

Wordsworth and Browning, we are tol 
wrote for 30-years without earning enough 1 
buy them simple food. They saw J/esser me 
pass to the front and win earlier and easi 
rewards. Their day came at last! Once whe 
the crowd pressed about Browning with wil 
enthusiasm, some one asked him if he minde 
it. ‘Mind it,’ he asked, “I like it; I hay 
waited forty years for it.” 


Retzsach’s Face of Christ 
Text: Matt. 5-16; II Cor, 3:18: Acts 3:4, 12 

Matt. 18:6. 

A German artist named Retzsach foun 
himself compelled to sculptor the face ¢ 
Jesus. His concern lay in his desire to mak 
the face so that every one looking at it woul 
know it to be the face of Jesus. He first sougk 
to mold the face in clay, and if he coul 


succeed in this he would then put it in whit 


Carrara marble, thus it would be imperisk 
able. And, when the model was ready, with 
out cross or crown of thorns or any of th 
usual marks to reveal the identity, he showe 
it to a little child and asked the child wh 
it was. 


The child said, “It is the man who saic 


“Suffer little children to come unto me’. 


A smile of inexpressible satisfaction playe 
over the artist's face. His dream had bee 


realized and carefully he wrought it into mai 


ble. God expects something like that to k 
wrought out in your life and my life, throug 
the help of the Holy Spirit. Just that th 
Divine Worker, this sculptor of the soul, ca 
do for you and me, if our lives are yielde 
wholly to Him. It is possible by His wonde 
ful power, by His grace, to so reproduce in 
human life the beauty and the holiness ¢ 
Jesus Christ that men beholding us and tal 
ing knowledge of us will recognize in us th 
image of our Master. 


~It is said that the Navy-lads on board 
certain ship going into battle, used to sli 


around just to touch a certain man, one Ste 


ens by name, because he was so like Jesus i 
his life that the men felt and knew that I 


Has your Life Insurance program 


Ministers Life & 
Casualty Union... 


... even today offers a 
$6000 policy at the $5000 
policy price! 


The parsonage that in 1944 sold for 
$7,500 would probably bring $15,000 on 
today’s market. In the decade just 
passed, prices of churches, food and cars 
have gone sky high. So has your eco- 
nomic value as the father and wage 
earner of your family. You may have 
had adequate life, health and accident 
protection for your family back five, ten, 
or twenty years ago. But how much pro- 
tection will your policies buy today? It 
will pay you to do some realistic think- 
ing about your insurance pro- 


kept up with the times ?... 


Double Protection Plan 


Ministers Life and Casualty Union 
can bring your insurance program in 
line with the times at the eet pos- 
sible cost. When it comes to life insur- 
ance, the MLCU Double Protection 
Plan provides you with twice the cov- 
erage at less than half the proportion- 
ate additional cost. For example, a 
man 35 years of age will pay $54.00 
for a $2,500 Ordinary Life policy, and 
by an additional premium of $17.83 can 
double his protection, bringing it up to 
$5,000. (First-year premium only $53.83). 


Your Salesman is the Mailman 
Since 1900, MLCU has sold insurance 
entirely by mail. You benefit by saving the 
usual sales commission on all types of 
policies—plus the fact that there is no one 
to “pressure” you into buying. Further 
saving is possible because on occupational 
and ee | grounds all policy holders are 
preferred risks. So since you can qualify 
act now. Send for the full story. 


7 > °e ° e 7 
eg peed i le ie | The Ministers Life & Casualty Union | 
diff Cees eae peer ak Legal Reserve—Non-Assessable I 

rdship for your loved ones. TOs intcier’e Sila lige Mingeapelie 16; Minn. | 
J In Canada: 30 Bloor St. W., Toronto 5, Ontario | 

| Please rush details of Double Protection Life Policy( ) | 

I Hospital, Health and Accident Policy ( ee - | 

| Name. : 

| Address | 

Some are Older... k | 
Some are Larger... | Date of Birth Position! == 2 ee | 
NONE IS STRONGER [Seoeace ere ee ee Se —_—- 


GENUINE QUALITY 
CHURCH SEATING 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, material, 
and workmanship. 


We Invite Your Inquiry 


price. 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO., 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company 
you with church seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the right 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- 
ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements 
of the perfect pew — comfort, beauty, 
satisfactory service. 


durability — for lasting 


is equipped to supply 


Wisconsin 
DEPT. EX. 


Waukesha, 


By T. A. Kantonen 


THE THEOLOGY 
OF EVANGELISM 


“Faith itself cannot exist 
without evangelism,” says 
one of America’s outstand- 
ing theologians. Dr. 
Kantonen 
traces evan- 
gelism to its 
source in the 
threefold 
Christian 
creed, show- 
ing why 
evangelism is the heart of 
all the church’s activities, 
the gospel itself in action. 


theology oy 


L 


1. A KANTONEN 


$1.25 at all book stores 


MUHLENBERG PRESS 
Philadelphia 


was in touch with God, and things eternal. 
“But we all with unveiled faces beholding 
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord are 
transformed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
This is possible TODAY in your life and 


mine! 
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GROWING SPIRITUALLY, by E. Stanley Jone 
Abingdon. 364 pp. $1.50. 
One of the world’s best known missionary evang 


lists and authors here gives a year’s material f 
daily devotional guidance toward Christian maturit 
with scripture reference, a brief prayer and an affi 
mation for each day. Homely incidents like crossin 
with the traffic light illustrate spiritual truths. Intrign 
ing captions like ‘Alibi Parking Lot,” are followe 
by thought-provoking statements like ‘‘often men escaE 
into the herd as men escape into alcohol.” The ric 
personal experience of the author is often mentione 
along with illustrations from many sources, and h 
personal faith shines through his suggestions fe 
spiritual growth by casting out fear and worry an 
by filling the life with joy and peace. The affirmatior 
are well worth special attention: “My temper shall t 
so tempered it shall produce no tempests,” ‘Toda 
I shall work with the moral universe and get results 
if not, I get consequences,” and “Life now is ne 
moving with aimless feet. I’m on the Way, and He 
beside me.’’—Claude Richmond. 


PSYCHOLOGY OF PASTORAL CARE, the Pastor: 
Ministry in Theory and Practice, by Paul E. Johnsor 
Abingdon. 362 pp. $4.75. 

This comprehensive book, dealing with all phase 
of the pastor’s life and work will be welcomed by tl 
ministers of every denomination. Those who hay 
read the author's former excellent work on_ tt 
Psychology of Religion, will desire to read Psycholog 
of Pastoral Care. The latter volume will win a ho 
of new readers, 

In this day of comparatively short hooks on sp 
cialized subjects in particular fields, it is refreshin 
to read a yolume which deals with the entire are 
of pastoral activity. 

For that reason the book will be of great value 1 
the parish minister who will be able to find a sati 
fying discussion on every phase of his work. It wi 
be valuable to the seminary student because it oper 
up avenues of appproach to his vocation and furnish 
an excellent foundation on which to build. . 

The book is interesting in style and content, makir 
use of the latest research in psychology and pastor 


nselling as well as preserving the valuable of the 
t. It is a significant contribution to the literature 
pastoral care.—/. H. Dressler. 


AYS AND PAGEANTS FOR MANY OCCASIONS. 
Ernest K. Emurian. Wilde. $2.50. 

n this volume the author, a familiar figure in the 
d of drama and pageantry, has taken ten_his- 
ical events, some of them biblical, and skillfully 
led his imagination-to make appealing and interest- 
presentations. They are easily adapted to fit the 
‘ds of almost any size organization. 


ome of the plays can be presented 
m@ ‘tin whole.” This 
h part presenting 


“in part” rather 
naturally with 
The author 
carrying out his 


can be done 
a complete 


admirably well 


message. 
succeeded in 
ention. 

ome of the plays call for a 
morization using a narrator effectively 
‘ts. Each play royalty free. For 
n looking for outlets to give their 
yression, here helpful volume. 
ild be expected, for 
sical talent. 

‘he Easter Pageant, ‘‘The Resurrection,” is 
il! worth the price of the book.—W. A. Kuntzleman. 


of 
the voice 
any organiza 
dramatic talents 
The author, as 
generous of 


minimum 
for 


very 
is 


is a 
has provided use 


alone 


EAR OF THE BROODING CLOUD, by 
1. Abingdon. 176 pp. $2.50. 
exceedingly vital and 
addresses on eighteen different themes, 
ted closely to the basic principles of our Christian 
th and expounded attractively by one of the fore- 
st Biblical scholars of this decade. The chapters 
1 smoothly and profoundly into the kind of dis- 
sion most people will find profitable and creative. 
; topics, from the lead chapter, “Clear of the 
yoding Cloud,” on through the book, include in- 
ruing ideas such as, “When God seems nowhere 
mut,” “The flat places of life,” ‘‘No place to hide.” 
he invisibly wounded,” “Our debt to unknown per- 
is,’ etc. It is a virtue of this book that Mr. Fine- 
1 has spared no pains in illuminating his discus- 
ns from history, archeology, literature, poetry, art. 
i the everyday annals of mankind. 

‘his volume will appeal especially to young people 
h its brilliant treatment of themes and problems 
ut which youth is so often perplexed. The alert 
| positive grasp of great truths and insights makes 
also doubly precious to the more seasoned pil- 
m who often needs inspiration more than knowl- 
to provide the “lift’’ essential to victory. This 
kk surely deserves a wide reading as well as a 
ious one.—John W. McKelvey. 


Jack Fine- 


fere is an enriching volume 


devotional 


MESSAGE FROM GOD, by Armin C. Oldsen. Con- 
dia. 147 pp. 

r. Oldsen is successor to the late Dr. Walter A. 
ier, the noted leader of the Lutheran Hour Radio 
gram. The Hour has become one of the most im- 
tant pulpits in the world. Some declare it the 
st important since the speaker reaches millions of 
eners around the world. Dr. Maier estimated 
congregation at twenty millions. Ministers who 
‘unable to hear the Hour must often wonder about 
preacher and his sermons. Dr. Oldsen has been 
nastor and professor. In 1951 he was appointed 
permanent speaker on the Lutheran Hour. This 
Ul book contains twenty-one sermons. They are 
lical and evangelical, topical rather than expository, 
a great amount of Biblical preaching is presented. 
y are logical and well-constructed. They are 
1 illustrated. Even in cold print they are forceful 
e 
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“Heteronomy’» — what preacher’s heart 
will not thrill at the discovery of that 
word? It will take the place of ““Mesopo- 
tamia”’ in the clerical vocabulary. The 
dullest listener in the congregation will 
sit up and take notice every time he hears 
it. Theologians deserve the thanks and 
praise of every clergyman for this preci- 
ous gift. 

It means in case anyone wants to 
know that there are some who are 
not self-starters! Pressure of the crowd or 
the force of high pitched voices on screen 
or television cause a reaction which has 
no connection with judgment or good 
sense. 

Members of the cloth proverbially have 
been placed in this group. But things have 
changed. Today the clerics cannot be 
forced into buying as a result of ballyhoo 
and propaganda. A small group still buy 
what they are pressured into purchasing. 
Judgment and sanity belong to the minis- 
terial profession. 

Tragic indeed is the lot of the heterono- 
mous preacher. He will pay about $2000 
to $3000 more than the same insurance 
policy will cost with the Presbyterian 
Ministers’ Fund. No one wants it to hap- 
pen to him! . 

So be autonomous, 


Take action to find out the facts. End 
up by buying ‘“Fundonomous.”—Contact— 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 


Main Office, Alison Bldg., Rittenhouse Sq. 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
(7 branch offices from coast to coast) 

An Interdenominational Life Insurance Company 
for all Protestant Ministers 
ALEXANDER MACKIE, President 

Please send me information about: 
() Protection L Juvenile Insurance 
L] Retirement Income (J Family Income 


Nein Srav cere -sacccce serene decent tence cedesaaectage weteeneeesnee 
Bre SS icoceds cave cae det nacasese>sdemescsee weeetaten ceesee ee 
City ees Roots eeens Zone........ State. ...-c.::.2- 


Date of birth.........-....:0-0+ pantdestens cegnegcbagesseteeses E 
“More than a Business — : 


an Institution” 


Page 101 


PEWS, PULPIT 
AND CHANCEL 


FURNITURE 


- iil 


COMMUNION -TABLES 
PULPITS * CHAIRS 
ALTARS « LECTERNS 
BAPTISMAL FONTS 


Gothic, Romanesque, Colonial, 
and Early American designs to 
harmonize with every edifice. 
Send for illustrated Catalog 


Furniture for America’s Churches 
Since 1897 


ae REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT.'44 ¢« SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


PULPIT 
CHOIR 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


OWNS 


SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 
QUALITY FABRICS 
PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED 


Write for catalog D22 | 


BENTLEY & SIMON : 
7 WEST 36 ST » NEW YORK 18, N.Y, 


| 0 SNES AN Cn ln lc in fl in in i 0 Dy i is Sirs Line Sect Pr Sd | 


PINKING SHEARS 


Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, pre- 
cision made. Manufacturer’s Christmas over- 
stock. Guaranteed $7.95 value or money 
refunded. Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 
1704 W. Farwell Ave., Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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and often passionate. A love of humans, and an 
understanding of them and their problems, is evident. 

The pastor of a congregation has factors to con- 
sider absent from a radio group. Yet he will find 
Dr. Oldsen’s sermons most interesting; interesting in 
themselves and interesting from a homiletical view- 
point. His first sermon is “A Message From God”— 
surely a proclamation of purpose in his task. The 
closing sermon is “The King Is Coming’’; no Miller- 
ism, but a sensible consideration of the Christian’s 
task of being ready for Christ at all times. All the 
twenty-one sermons will repay greatly quiet and 
thoughtful reading.—Wm. Tait Paterson, 
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A READER’S NOTEBOOK, by Gerald Kennedy, Harps 
340 pp. $3.95. 


This is a book of 1225 selections from 491 souree 
classified under. 302 topics, and all sorts of goc 
things are to be found here. Pithy statements, sho 
stories, notable utterances of great men, excerp 
from modern fiction, and much more, all to help t# 
public speaker. One marvels that a Bishop of tl 
Methodist Church, engaged as he is with administr 
tive duties, can find time to read as much as it 
evident Bishop Kennedy has done! This is a go 
mine of information!—John H. Johansen. 


GUIDE POSTS TO CREATIVE FAMILY WORSHI 
by Edward and Anna Laura Gebhard. Abingdon. 1’ 
pp. $2.50. 

This intensely practical book on Family Worsh 
resources offers to parents of growing children d 
tailed and usuable suggestions for creative fami 
worship. Out of their own personal experience, t] 
authors deal with the material of family worshi 
and answer questions which many parents wa 
answered, but often are too bashful to ask. “Gra 
Before Meat” is the theme of one important chapte 
and it is followed by one of even greater importance 
because -the theme is almost universally overlooke: 
“Talk Around the Table.’ Another intriguing chapt 
discusses, ‘“‘Harnessing Our Hobbies for Worship 
and the final chapter ties the home and the chur 
together wonderfully well with its treatment of “Yor 
Church Is Your Partner.” In an Appendix of for 
pages there are given resources for family worsh 
available for any family. I know of no better bo 
to induce fathers and mothers to begin and mainta 
family worship in their homes.—Charles Hadd 
Nabers. 3 


THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS--195 
by Earl L. Douglass. Macmillan. 475 pp. $2.95. 3 

Once again Dr. Douglass produces a _ well-arrang 
homily on the Sunday School lessons for 1954. 
addition to the usual presentation of the lesson, | 
has included audio-visual aid suggestions for ea 
week. These cover the essential points of equipmel 
how to order, and titles of materials appropriate | 
each week’s lesson. 

When it comes to the exposition of the lesson ite 
the reader will find everything in excellent ord 
There is a lesson plan with sub-divisions based | 


a 
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lesson text. The interpretations are devotional and 
ughtful in character and set forth in cogent para- 
phs alternating in plain and bold-faced print. Fol- 
‘ing the exposition of the Scripture the author has 
ed in special questions and topics for discussion. 
is feature is rounded off with ‘Hints to Teachers,” 
aprising several pages of stimulating insights, tech- 
ues, and comments. 

‘or helpful, vital preparation any Bible Class 
cher will find these LESSONS well worth while. 
ery serious student of the Scripture will profit 
‘atly by pursuing the lines of interpretation set 
th from week to week.—John W. McKelvey. 


E CHRISTIAN WORKER’S HANDBOOK, by Wil- 
m Goulooze. Baker. 218 pp. $2.00. 

fere is a useful handbook of organized Scripture 
ssages. It is divided into four parts with a total 
thirteen chapters. The Biblical basis for Chris- 
n Service. Passages for personal workers. Pas- 
res for special problems, and Biblical forms for 
cial services comprise the overall structure. The 
»%k organizes appropriate Scripture passages under 
nificant headings and in stimulating relationship to 
sat concepts of faith and service. It has special 
lve for the beginner who seeks to relate the mes- 
ye of God's Word to everyday life, but no less to 
> seasoned student of Scripture who wants to 
large and master his grasp of divine revelation.— 
in W. McKelvey. 


MR FATHERS ONLY, by Earl S. Rudisill. Muhlen- 
rg. 168 pp. $1.75. 

If American homes were built upon the plan out- 
ed by Dr. Rudisill in this helpful volume, then we 
uuld not fear for the future of our _ nation’s 
ality and spirituality. The author, a pastor, and 
‘mer president of Thiel College, has written a book 
‘ich clearly evaluates the responsibilities of parents 
shaping the lives of their children. His accent, 
viously, is on fathers. 

The book is well written and covers an amazing 
yount of ground for so small a volume. The earlier 
rtions discuss male and female relationships and 
cial positions from primitive times. Then the mod- 
n father is dealt with thoroughly, and advised in- 
ligently. 

The illustrations at the chapter headings are de- 
htful. No recognition is given the artist who pro- 
ced them—W. G. Siegart. 


JIDING WORKERS IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, 
Frank M. McKibben. Abingdon. 160 pp. $1.75. 


Dr. McKibben has given leaders and teachers in the 
rch School a real help in understanding and meet- 
zy the needs of Christian Education today. ‘This 
tle volume is concise in contents, but covers a lot 
ground in a most stimulating manner. Every divi- 
ynal and departmental superintendent ought to read 
d ponder his chapters on: “Conditions essential to 
ective education,” ‘Developing Common  Under- 
ndings,’ and ‘Developing Competent Creative 
orkers.”’ Needless to say, this volume is a “must’’ 
r the intelligent teacher and no teacher should, be 
norant of the principles set forth in the chapters 
titled “Who will guide improvement?” and ‘“‘Guid- 
ce through group activity.” 

One ideal usage for this book is to have it studied 
d discussed in the Workers’ Conference and de- 
rtmental meetings where leaders and teachers can 
ke time out to analyze and learn the secrets of 
eative teaching —John W. McKelvey. 

> 
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FOLDING 
BANQUET 
TABLES 


Direct Prices & 
Discounts to 

Churches, Schools, 
Clubs, Lodges and 
All Organizations 


MONROE TRUCKS 


For storing Folding Tables and Chairs 
the easy, modern way Each truck 
handles either tables or chairs, Construc- 
tion of Truck No, TSC permits storage 


Transport -Storage 
Truck No. TSC * 
Transport Truck No. TF 


WRITE FOR NEW 
CATALOG, PRICES 
AND DISCOUNTS 


THE “Wonwe. COMPANY 
70 CHURCH STREET. COLFAX, IOWA 


‘CHURCH eS ILLUMINATED 
BULLETIN ceuna ff ~~ CROSSES 


Vor Cou 


BOARDS : MEMORIAL 
BULLETIN BOARD 


PLATES 


BRONZE TABLETS 1 
W. L. CLARK CO.,iNC. 


Manufacturers Since 1914 


SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Church Tindows - 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St.. St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical] Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


Study for the Degree 


of Doctor of Psychology (Ps.D.), Doctor of Metaphysics 
(Ms.D.), or Doctor of Divinity (D.D.) by correspond- 
ence in the quiet of your own home. Write for further 
information. 


THE COLLEGE OF DIVINE METAPHYSICS INC. 
Dept. E, 2811 N. Illinois St. 


Indianapolis 8, Indiana ee 
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CHURCH FURNITURE « 


of 
ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY 


and 
DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 


Since 1884 
@ 


Designed and Produced 
by 


THE JOSEPHINUM 
CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
DEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO 


“THE SANITARY" communion CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 
Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 


ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 


vice. Available 


hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


in ma- 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 


Box 396-Dept. E. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Rochester 2, N. Y 


ROBES 


Catalog and fine selections of 
sample materials on request. 
Fair Prices. Mention whether 
for Pulpit or Choir. 

DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 


1153 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 


Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
DEPT. F, LOUISVILLE 12, KY. 


PIPE ORGANS 


of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


Lent - Easter 


Bulletins, Letterheads, 


Offering Envelopes, Folders. 
Write for samples 


WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 
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DIARY OF A DISCIPLE, by William C. Berkemeye 
Muhlenberg. 219 pp. $1.75. 

Devotional reading for forty days of Lent, or al 
time, is arranged in the unique form of many extrac 
from the diary of a disciple, to give the reader 
first person account, and the reactions of a COI 
panion of the Twelve, ‘to the main events in # 
ministry of the Master. Not only does this point | 
view give fresh insight, but it recreates the questiol 
and attitudes of the contemporary characters in tl 
drama of Jesus’ life and work. Thus it helps resoh 
doubts and questions in modern minds. The auth 
is a Pennsylvania pastor and one of the authors ¢ 
the NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY, whose scho 
arly insight is here placed in popular and _ attractiy 
form, to help the reader know Christ as He reveale 
Himself in His toils and sufferings, teaching an 
prayers, to those who shared His life work. It is 
proclamation of the gospel, (scripture references al 
in footnotes), rather than a biography, and like tk 
New Testament Gospels, selections from the life ¢ 
Jesus show the mission of the Christ. The intimat 
tone of a writer confiding his own impression: 
thoughts, and reactions to his diary, puts this mat 
rial in a form especially suited to induce seriou 
meditation by the reader.—Claude Richmond. 


GETTING TO KNOW GOD, by John A. Redheac 
Abingdon. 126 pp. $2.00. 

The title of the first of these sixteen sermons de 
scribes the entire volume and is fittingly used as th 
title for the volume. This North Carolina ministe 
and radio preacher tells of the Mind that know 
the Heart that loves, and the Will of a personal Go 
directing his kingdom and saving his people. ‘Th 
qualities discussed — providence, comfort, grace, et 
—are carefully defined and illustrated. Thus comfor 
is distinguished from weak pity or coddling or ery 
babies, and seen to mean the strength which come 
from being with God. A brief commentary on eac 
text sets the background, themes are carefully e 
plained; as in speaking of The Healing God whi 
wants you to get well, where he says ‘‘God permit 
disease as one of the conditions under which we ca 
seek to grow in likeness to him and by means o 
which we can increase in the fruits of the Spirit. 
Then he shows how Christain faith can help us t 
health, and that prayer to get well should lead t 
Obedience to the laws of health and to faith whie 
conquers fear. The tone is friendly and convincing 
abundant illustration and exposition support th 
themes in clear language and logical organization an 
direct support of the purpose — that the reader ma 
know God.—Claude Richmond. 


A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH, by Wallace Fridy 
Abingdon. 128 pp. $1.50. 

Like his previous book of devotions, “A Lamp Unt 
My Feet,” this is a collection of forty of the author’ 
columns in the newspaper of the city in which he i 
a Methodist pastor. Its index shows both the subject 
discussed and the persons quoted. The themes ar 
attractive: “Putting the Lure in Leftovers,” ‘Parkin 
On Another’s Nickel,” or “Handling Life’s Burdens. 
Each is supported by an appropriate text and care 
fully developed in two or three small pages of frank 
personal, direct discussion which makes these deve 
tions more than routine reading, Here a friend] 
pastor leads the thoughtful reader to thoughtful med 
tation, self-examination and_re-dedication with - 
couragement to a better life—Claude Richmond. 
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THE VERY THOUGHT OF THEE. Devotionals of 
Bernard of Clairvaux, Jeremy Taylor, and Evelyn Un- 
derhill. Upper Room. 87 pp.; paper, 35c—3 for $1.00. 
Selections from the devotional writings of three out- 
standing Christian leaders of the eleventh, seven- 
teenth, and twentieth centuries respectively, in—one 
inexpensive, handy volume, with excellent introduc- 
tions by Douglas Steere and J. Minton Batten. While 
difficulties of language and thought forms are notice- 
able in the writings of Bernard and Taylor, we 
should be grateful that the general public now has 
easy access to these samples from the works .of these 
devotional ‘‘specialists..—Paul L. Carpenter. 


Thou shalt be honest. It will soon be in 
fashion again. The luxury of integrity is yours. 
—Rev. Kenneth S. Learey, “A Dozen Demand- 
ments.” 


Giving, whether it be of time, labor, affec- 
‘tion, advice, gifts, or whatever, is one of life's 
greatest pleasures —Rebecca Russell in Self- 
Realization. 
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Cotrell ond Leonard 


ee et 
= Corelle hbeonard= 


INC. 


———Albany 1, New York 


CHOIR 
GOWNS 


Lovely, colorful gowns in all 

styles for all age groups. 

Many rich, appropriate 4 

fabrics. Also gowns for Con- casas 

firmation on rental basis. Ministers Robes, Academic 
Robes. Budget Plan. Write for complete information, 


ask for Choir booklet G 103 
Ministers booklet P103 


E. R. MOORE CO. 


932 Dakin Street, Chicago 13, Illinois 
25-34 Jackson, Long Island City 1, N. Y. 
1908 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 57, Calif. 


"R.GEISSLER INC. 


23-08 38th Ave., Long island City 1, N.Y. 
ad 


Church Furnishin 


IN CARVED WOOD AND 
FABRICS + WINDOWS 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 
Catalog Free on request 


THE C. E. WARD CO. 
New London, Ohio 
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FREE 48-page book tells how— 
shows 200 original ideas for 
reasonably priced, solid bronze 

nameplates, awards, testimonials, 
honor rolls, memorials, markers. 


Write for FREE Brochure A 
For trophy, medal, cup ideas ask for 
Brochure B. 


a ING 
N. Y. 


DEPT. 41 — 150 WEST 22 ST., NEW YORK 11, 


acturers of Church Worship Aids 


exclusively for over a quarter of a 


of local dealers desirous of serving you. 


SUDBURY BRASS GOODS CO. 


Dept. 16 55 Sudbury Street; Boston 14, Mass. 


___ Foupine Cuairs 
Neal in Steel 
ox Wood 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


pe, Church Furniture - Stoles 

a) Embroideries . Vestments 

9 Hangings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 


THational ess, °y 


cS 
821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
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WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


ALTAR WARE GOWNS, (Pulpit and Choir 
Sudbury Brass Goods........ 106 Bentley & Simon ...........-.--. | 
Cotrell & Leonard, Ine. .. | 
BELLS AND CHIMES DeMoulin Bros. 
Maas-Rowe .........-.----. ee 76 E.R. Moore Co.- 222-2. 
Nal. Ac. Cap & Gown .... | 
BULLETIN BOARDS Ward Co) GE. Ls . 
W: L.. Clark Co Ine. 2720s 
INSURANCE 
CANDLES & CANDLE SETS MINISTERS LIFE ......... 
EMKAY (Muench-Kreuzer) 108 Presbyterian Ministers’ 
PURG cae tae ee : 
CHAIRS AND TABLES 
(Folding) MEMORIAL TABLETS 
Monroe C0. a Se 103 Int’) Bronze :.3.023eo" 
Redington & Co., J. P..... 106 
MISCELLANEOUS 
CHURCH BULLETINS College of Metaphysies -... | 
and PAPERS Lineoln Surplus 2.........22 
cel, “Art! Press = ee 104 
Woolverton Pr. Co. _..... 104 5 Es 


Austin Organs” ....-..5 = 


CHURCH FURNITURE 
Joephinum Furniture —. 104 
Mamitowoe Ch. Furn. ...... 100 
Redington & Co., J. P. _.. 102 


PUBLISHERS 
Abingdon-Cokesbury  ........ 
Muhlenburg Press ............ 
Upper Room Jide ee 


CHURCH SUPPLIES SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLI 
Geissler 00. seen 105  =STANDARD PUB. CO. .. 
COMMUNION SERVICE WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
Sanitary Com, Service —.. 104 St. Joseph’s Art Glass _... 


PRINT YOUR name, house number, street address, 
city, zone number, and state, so catalogs and infor- 
mation sent on your inquiry.will reach you. 


INISTERS do not BUY just when they re 

The Expositor, nor when they see your equi 

ment advertised. They keep The Exposit 
refer to it, are influenced by it, and bind it at the cle 
of a volume for continuous use as a source of help a 
information. Ministers and committees buy wh 
they have need for various items, and have plans { 
payment of things purchased. Building, Remodelit 
and replacement of equipment and. adding NE 
equipment is a continuous process in the Church fie 
The Exposit 


